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jgfe p ’Maghreb ministers meet 

fRJ^ForeigB wirasotis from the five North African stale* met 
^ -- ta'Ra&it. Monday id breathe acwflfe into tftc Arab Maghreb Union 
• f W«$ flailed by domestic problems in member states. 

^y ffica is jaM;«htar agenda included- fixing a date ami pfcacc for an AMU 
■•- L ; ; Snar^which was originally scheduled to be add is Libya during the Gulf 

y*'*-*'?. fog wag pogpOwd-jaricfimaly: rftfegrirngia was due to take over the 

. :'w " ~ . rcfote lg c h ai rm a rreh ip from Libya 4te year. But because of domestic 

-> "■ " '“'Unrest; MaUrKanifr asked Morocco to fake over instead. The Casablanca 
^ .Af fiayat* regional cooperation plans drafted by the AMU bad 
. . .- v^.oew Defected rince the niaon- was formed in February 1939 because of 
: r • %: prowls in Mauritania and Morocco against economic hardship. "Algeria 
S'-. * 0 ^ Tunisia have had to deal with a powerful upsurge of die (Muslim) 
- ' " r -. : phenomenon ' the newspaper said. Al Bayatvc added that 


:.- ai w nportaa agenda item, would be the iKHdmg of a Mediterranean 
: ~^CTWfereflQr tetweco AMU member stattsand France. Italy, Portugal and 
V-Tspwn* -as proposed by Frendt President Francois Mitterrand during a 
. receot visit to -Tunisia. AMU members Algeria r Libya. Mauritania. 
r - '^Morocco and Tunisia plan to create a customs union and free market by 
^ .the end of tbc ccmury. similar ro ihe European Community, by far the 

. .. -Maghreb's main trading partner. 
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League urges implementation of 425 

BEIRUT (R) — Arab League Secretary-General Esmat Abdul Meguid 
urged the United Nations Monday to press Israel to pull its troops out of 
South Lebanon. Mr. Abdul Meguid, on a Middle East tour to heal Arab 
rifts over the Gulf crisis, said the international community had to do its 
utmost to implement U.N. Resolution 425 calling for an unconditional 
Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon. “Rcsoluiion 425 is definitive with 
regard ro the Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon.” he told reporters. -The 
world community, be it the U.N. or the Arab League, has to work to 
implement this resolution.” Israel and its South Lebanese Army militia 
allies occupy a 15-km deep "security zone" sc! up by the Jewish slate in 
1985. Lebanon's President Elias Hrawi has asked Washington to urge 
Israel to leave Lebanon and allow him to extend his authority across the 
country after 16 years of civil war. Mr. Hrawi’s government argues that 
Israel has no pretext to stay after Lebanese troops disarmed about 6.UU0 
Palestine Liberation Organisation guerrillas holding bases in the south. 
Mr. Abdul Meguid said Resolution 425 should be tackled as a separate 
issue, not as pan of other Middle East resolutions catling for an Israeli 

withdrawal from the occupied Arab territories. 
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Hurd In Turkey for 
talks on Iraq . 

* ANKARA (R) — Britain's Fore-' 

■ ign Secretary Douglas Hurd ar- 
. rived in Turkey Monday for talks 
expected to- cover Iraq and an 
awed rapid reaction force based 
in Turkey. Mr. Hurd was to hold 
formal talks With Turkish Foreign 
-Munster Safa Giray later Monday 
and meet Prime- Minister Mesof 
-Yilmaz and President Turgui 
. GzaJ before leaving Tuesday. Bi- 
lateral relations and Cyprus are 
ex p ected to figure on he agenda. 
His arrival follows a visit by U.S. 
President George Bush, who left 
Turkey earlier Monday. The two- 
, day trip follows a visit by Mr. 
Hurd to Turkey in Janizary that 
was cut short by an urgent Euro- 
pean Community (EC) meeting 
on the Gutf crisis. 

Kuwait refinery to 
restart next month 

NICOSIA (AP) — Kuwait’s . 
Mina AI Ahmad! refinery, the 
.least damaged of the emirate's 
four refineries, will be producing 
90,000 .to 100,000 barrels a day by 
the end of August, the Middle 
East Economic Survey (MEES) 
-reported. Monday. Initial repairs- 
on die facility, which had a pre- 
war capacity of 370,000 barrels a 
day, shoold.be completed by ear- 
ly next month, the oil industry 
newsletter said. Kuwaiti news-' 
papers reported July 10 that the 
government has a HI million 
contract with - the Milan-based 
Fetrochemicai /International In- 
struments Co. to repair and main- 
tain electrical equipment at Mina 
AJ Ahmadi. Starting up the dam- 
aged refinery again will provide 
products for. domestic consump- 
tion, wth some naptha available 
for rnspon. Mraa AT Ahmadi is 
Kuwait's most modern refinery. 
The -other refineries -at Mina 
Abdullah, Mina Shuaiba and 
Mina Sand, were more seriously 
damaged in the war.', 

Powell In Moscow 

MOSCOW (AP) — . The super- 
powers' top military officers grin- 
ned and greeted each other 
warmly Monday when U.S. Chief 
of Staff General Colin Powell j 
arrived at Moscow’s Shere- j 
metyevo airport. Gen. ; Powell ! 
told reporters he and Soviet Gen. I 
Mikhail Moiseyev were meeting 1 
“as friends and soldiers, commit- | 
ted to" the security of our court- j 
tries, and -to peace. The more we 
talk to one imother; the more we 
. argue,- the more we debate, the 
better off we are.” Geri. Powell 
told iqxxrters the weeklong visit 
would bb his third meeting with 
Gen. -Moiseyev in- just two 
months. The visit is the latest in a 

series of ftirmal exchanges of top 

rmfitary brass.' it f tas been plan- 
ned since 'Gan*'- -Moiseyev took a 
amSar tonz of American bases in 
October. It is unrelated to next 
week’s saararit meeting between 
George Bush and Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev, who ; 
wfl) sign a treaty cutting long- j 
range nuclear weapons. 

Khartoum offers 
money 

to rebels who defect 

KHARTO UM (A P) — Sudan's 
military' government is trying to 
buy defectors from the ranks of j 
southern rebels, a top official ! 
said. Colonel Mohammad Amin j 
Al Khalifa, a member of the j 
ruling junta, told reporters the ! 
go ve r n ment will pay up to 20,000 I 
Sudanese pounds ($1,665) as i 
compensation to fighters who quit 
the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army (SPLA). The money is to 
help the guerrillas reintegrate 
into society and find jobs. Col. 
Khalifa said at a Sunday night 
news, conference. 

Death rate from 
cholera reported 
highest in Africa 

GENEVA (R) —Cholera sweep- 
-ing through Africa is killing pea- 
ple&t a mach higher rate than in 
Lafe America, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) said Mon- 
day^The Geneva-based U.N. 
a gBnc£ssud^he death rate in 10 
affeqtof African countries aver- 
a^> to -Ip- per, cent and 
c *™6edTas tugh'as 30 per cent in 
some areas,By contrast , the aver- 
agg; deaih in La tin America's 
uu.^u^ " en d e mic was two per 
cent 


AMMAN TUESDAY, JULY 23, 1991, MUHARRAM 11, 1412 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1. 



dirhams 


Baker hopes Israel will 
accept plan; peace talks 
could begin in October 

Shamir said to have given favourable 
assessment of U.S. proposal to cabinet 


Combined agency dispatches 

U.S. SECRETARY of State 
James Baker met with Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
Monday and said afterwards that 
he hoped Israel would accept a 
Middle East peace conference 
proposal already accepted by 
Arab states. 

According to Israeli Radio. 
Mr. Baker also told Mr. Shamir 
that there had been a "revolu- 
tionary” change in the attitude of 
Syria and that the Bush adminis- 
tration believed that if properly 
faffito/ed up a peace conference 
could be convened in Washington 
in October this year. 

The Israeli cabinet met shortly 
after Mr. Baker and Mr. Shamir 
completed four hours of meetings 
over two days. No final decision 
was made on the Israeli response 
to the U.S. proposals for a peace 
conference, Israeli sources said. 

Mr. Baker left Israel Monday 
for Malaysia for a meeting of the 
Association of South-East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN). 

■ Mr. Shamir gave tbe cabinet a 
favourable assessment of the 
latest U.S. effort and Arab re- 
sponse, according to the sources. 
He referred to the position first 


taken by Syria in a letter to U.S. 
President George Bush and now 
adopted by other Arab countries 
of a willingness to enter into 
face-to-face talks with Israel. 

Mr. Shamir was quoted by 
Yossi Ahimeir. a key adviser, as 
having told the cabinet there had 
been a "revolutionary change" in 
Syria’s attitude. 

But Mr. Ahimeir. appearing on 
Israeli Television, added: “We 
want, first of all, to know what is 
the true Syrian position” on 
negotiations with Israel. 

Also, the Shamir aide said, 
"tbe central problem is the com- 
position of the Palestinian delega- 
tion” that would attend peace 
talks. 

Mr. Ahimeir said Israel is wait- 
ing for clarifications from the 
Americans concerning the com- 
position of the Palestinian delega- 
tion. 

Israel seeks to exclude Palesti- 
nians from Arab Jerusalem from 
the talks. In Mr. Shamir's view, 
their participation would cast 
doubt on Israel’s claim to the 
Arab half of the city that Israel 
“annexed” after the 1967 war. 

Foreign Minister David Levy 
said on Israel army radio: "Those 
who want to ignore the change. 


maybe don’t want to see it. But 
the Syria of today apparently is a 
Syria that is developing. It has 
left behind the previous ‘nos', 
and is entering the road to peace. 
It agrees today to direct talks 
without conditions and also with- 
out any promises behind our 
backs.” 

Following a 90-minute session 
with Mr. Shamir, Mr. Baker said 
the Israeli official had promised 
him an early answer on whether 
the Jewish state would endorse 
the U.S. proposal. The formula 
calls for Israel to negotiate direct- 
ly with the Arabs on a settlement 
requiring Israel to relinquish 
territory in exchange for accept- 
ance from the Arabs. 

Israel Radio quoted Mr. Sha- 
mir as telling his cabinet that Mr. 
Baker believed that a peace con- 
ference could be convened in 
Washington in October if Israel 
agreed to the U.S. proposals. 

Mr. Baker called on the Jewish 
state to seize an “historic oppor- 
tunity.” 

Mr. Shamir's office aSp said a 
reply could come in days .‘Baker 
was ... very cautions not to set 
any dates, any taiget dates, but I 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq’s oil production capacity 
reportedly rises to 1.45m bpd 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq's oil pro- 
duction capacity has reached 1.45 
million barrels a day about two- 
fifths of its pre-war level, with 
some one million barrels avail- 
able for export, the Middle East 
Economic Survey (MEES) re- 
ported Monday. 

Bat it-quoted a United Nations 
report as saying that it will take 
$6 billion and two years' work to 
restore Iraq's war-damaged oil 
industry to its pre-war level. 

The respected oil industry 
newsletter quoted the report as 
saying the Iraqis believe they can 
boost production capacity to 1.6 
million barrels a day by the end of 
tbe year. 

The Oil Ministry believes the 
pre-war production level of 3.14 
million barrels daily could be 
restored by mid-1992 if Iraq can 
obtain the equipment needed to 
carry out repairs, the survey 
quoted the report as saying. 

Iraq's pre-war production 


capacity was 3.5 million barrels 
daily. 

Its oil installations, particularly 
refineries, petrochemical plants 
and pumping stations, were 
heavily damaged in allied bomb- 
ing during tbe 43-day Gulf war. 

The U.N. report, complied by 
an investigative mission led by 
Prince Sadraddin Aga Khan, said 
that Iraqi expectations were 
"rather optimistic" and were un- 
likely to be met unless Baghdad 
was also allowed to import equip- 
ment for repairs. 

The report said the U.N. team 
did not expect "a full rehabilita- 
tion of production capacity be- 
fore the end of 1992 at the ear- 
best” even if the Security Council 
lifts economic sanctions imposed 
last August and permits the Iraqis 
to import tbe necessary equip- 
ment. 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar recommended 
Jan. 15 that Iraq should be 


allowed to resume some oil ex- 
ports for a limited period so that 
the United Nations can be paid 
for destroying the country's 
weapons of mass destruction 
under the terms of an April ceas- 
efire resdntion. 

Prince Sadraddin the same day 
issued a report in Geneva recom- 
mending that the ban on oil ex- 
ports should be partially lifted so 
that Baghdad can earn revenue to 
buy urgently needed medicines 
and foodstuffs. 

If Iraq was allowed to export 
one million barrels a day, it could 
earn an estimated $5.5 billion in a 
year at current prices. 

MEES said that even if Iraq 
was allowed to sell oil “which is 
far from certain, it would be some 
time before actual exports could 
begin.” 

The Americans and British 
(Continued on page 5) 


Resistance U.N. sanctions body hears 
attacks report on plight of Iraqis 


attacks 
SLA post 

RASHAYA, Lebanon (AP) — 
Resident fighters infiltrated into 
Israel's self-designated "security 
zone” in South Lebanon Monday 
and showered an' outpost of 
Israeli-affiliated Lebanese mili- 
tiamen with mortar fire amid 
heightening tension in the region. 

Police said a casualty report 
was not avaiiabe and the affilia- 
tion and number of the infiltra- 
tors was not known. 

The attack on the South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) position in the 
village of Sbwayya occurred just 
after midnight (2100 GMT Sun- 
day). police said. The fate of the 
guerrillas could not be deter- 
mined. 

Reporters, watching from high- 
lands, said they counted eight 
mortar rounds cradling into the 
SLA position on the northeastern 
tip of the "security zone." 

SLA artillerymen retaliated by 
shelling the villages of 'Ain Ata 
and Al Khilwat, six kilometres 
north of the Israeli-occupied en- 
clave, tire police report said. 

IsreJi helicopter gunships ho- 
v?red overhead as the shelling 
was under way. But the Israelis 
apparently were not involved in 
the latest unrest, the police 
added. 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The Security Council's Sanc- 
tions Committee was to hear a 
report Monday from U.N. envoy 
Prince Sadraddin Aga Khan on 
tbe worsening plight of Iraqi civi- 
lians but no immediate decision 
was expected on any easing of 
sanctions, committee sources 
said. 

They said the committee, 
which met behind dosed doors, 
would receive a first-hand brief- 
ing from Prince Sadraddin, the 
U.N. secretary -general’s execu- 
tive delegate for humanitarian 
operations in Iraq and the Gulf, 
on a report he issued in Geneva 
last Monday saying sanctions 
were causing Iraqis undue suffer- 
ing. 

Prince Sadraddin suggested 
Baghdad be allowed, under close 
U.N. supervision, to sell some oil 
or use assets frozen abroad, to 
import food, medicine, agricultu- 
ral items and equipment needed 
to restore war-damaged water, 
sewage, electrical, oil industry 
and communications facilities. 

He said Iraq had the capacity* 
to export about one million bar- 
rels of oil a day, enough to raise 
about $5.5 billion in revenue over 
a year. 

Committee members said 
Prince Sadraddin would probably 
also answer questions related to 
his report but that no decision 


would be taken yet on whether to 
ease sanctions imposed on Iraq 
since its invasion of Kuwait last 
August. 

Iraq asked the committee ear- 
lier this month to let it sell $1.5 
billion worth of oil to buy food, 
medicine and agricultural items. 

Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, in a report last week, 
also recommended that Iraq be 
allowed to resume the sale of 
some oil to meet U.N. costs — 
estimated at a minimum of $200 
million — of scrapping Baghdad’s 
weapons of mass destruction in 
accordance with an April 3 Gulf 
war ceasefire resolution. 

All Security Council ambassa- 
dors attended the closed briefing, 
so that the meeting 

Prince Sadraddin did not com- 
ment as he entered the session, 
but had scheduled a news confer- 
ence later Monday. 

Western diplomats said they 
did not expect any easing of the 
oil embargo until Iraq has dis- 
closed everything about its clan- 
destine weapons programmes. 

The five permanent Security 
Council membeis say Iraq must 
make a full disclosure by Thurs- 
day, but have not said what will 
happen if Iraq foils to so. The five 
are tbe United States. Britain, 
China, France and the Soviet 
Union. 


Palestinians want U.S. to acknowledge 
in public their right to self-determination 


From Oaoud Knttab in Jerusalem 

PALESTINIAN representa- 
tives who met with U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
in his latest peace shuttle said 
Monday that they were deman- 
ding a public American ack- 
nowledgement of the Palesti- 
nian people’s right to self- 
determination. 

Faisal Husseini, one of the 
three who met with Mr. Baker, 
told a press conference here 
that the group had asked 
"many questions of the Amer- 
icans" and that the U.S. side 
"answered some in a negative 
way and others they have not 
answered." 

Declining to reveal any de- 
tails of the talks. Mr. Husseini 
said that “on the issue of Jeru- 
salem, the Americans have told 
us that their position ... has not 
changed. They still consider 
East (Arab) Jerusalem to be 


pan of the occupied territor- 
ies." 

"The meeting with Mr. Bak- 
er was important and serious 
but we still believe that the 
Israeli position remains as the 
major obstacle,” Mr. Husseini 
said. 

Hanan Ashrawi. another 
member of the group which 
met Mr. Baker, said: “We 
carried out the meetings upon 
the request of the Americans 
and the consent of the PLO 
(Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation). We had a specific 
task to explore and not to 
negotiate. We have informed 
the PLO of the details of the 
talks and they have the power 
to make any binding decisions. 
It is up to the Israelis to make 
their positions clear. They 
have placed preconditions.” 

Asked what his response was 
to Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir's statement that 


there is a revolutionary Arab 
position, Mr. Husseini said: 
“The Arab position in favour 
of peace is not new. They had 
already supported back in 19SS 
the Palestinian peace initiative 
which was declared in the 19th 
session of the Palestine Nation- 
al Council.” 

“In order to go ahead we 
need clear and obvious 
answers to our questions," he 
added. 

Ms. Ashrawi said: “Palesti- 
nian representation is an inde- 
pendent Palestinian decision 
not the subject of choice or 
veto by any other party. We 
know that the Americans pre- 
fer a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation we still 
prefer an independent delega- 
tion. But in case of a joint 
delegation we insist that our 
separate and independent 
national identity be pre- 
served.” 


Asked what are some of the 
clear statement Palestinians 
would want from the Amer- 
icans. Mr. Husseini said: “We 
need clear and public ack- 
nowledgment of the Palesti- 
nian people's right to self- 
determination." 

Asked about the possibility 
of Jordan or Syria going alone. 
Mr. Husseini said: “it is a 
Palestinian problem and I can't 
imagine solring this problem 
without Palestinians." 

Ms. Ashrawi responded to 
the same question: “It is a 
two-track approach and if one 
of the tracks is not working 
then the whole process wifi 
fail.” 

Asked to comment about 
the news that coincided with 
Mr. Baker's visit that four new 
settlements were being built. 
Mr. Husseini said: “This 

(Continued on page 5) 


Bush 


Sharaa and Kaddoumi meet in 


leaves Damascus on peace process 

m 1 DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 

I HTv Palestine Liberation Organisa- 

X til IyU y tion (PLO) officials discussed 
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ISTANBUL (AP) — President 
George Bush's farewell address 
in Turkey Monday included new 
pledges of support for Ankara: A 
promise of more military assist- 
ance and $1 million to help cope 
with Gulf war refugees. 

Mr. Bush, at a brief airport 
departure ceremony, also made 
one last appeal for Turkey and 
Greece to resolve their 17-year- 
old dispute concerning Turkish 
occupation of part of Cyprus. 

“If the wall in Berlin can fall to 
human brotherhood, so can 
ancient hatred on Cyprus," Mr. 
Bush said. 

Bat Cyprus Monday joined 
Greece in rejecting a Turkish 
proposal backed by Mr. Bush for 
a four-party conference on the 
problem of tbe war-divided is- 
land (ree page 2). 

In his departure remarks, Mr. 
Bush said hrs administration plan- 
ned to remain engaged in the 
search for a solution to the Cyp- 
rus dispute, working with Tur- 
key, Greece and the Greek and 
Turkish Cypriot population in 
support of the negotiating effort 
led by the United Nations. 

Mr. Bush also pledged to 
“stand side by side in maintaining 
an international force to preserve 
stability on your southeastern 
frontier.” The comment referred 
to the allied rapid deployment 
force stationed on the Iraqi bor- 
der in Turkey. 

Turkish President Turgut Ozal 
thanked Mr. Bush for making tbe 
two-day visit and said it highlight- 
ed tbe “determination of our two 
countries to follow an ever-doser 
relationship.” 

At his last meeting Mr. Ozal 
over breakfast, Mr. Bush said, "I 
leave here very optimistic about 
Turkey’s future.” 

From across the table, Mr. 
Ozal said, “I am very much satis- 
fied” with the outcome of the 
discussions with Mr. Busb. 

Asked by reporters about 
Secretary of State James Baker’s 
travels through the Middle East, 
Mr. Busb said. “From what we 
see, tilings seem to be going 
reasonably well." 

Throughout his two-day trip to 
Turkey, Mr. Bush praised Mr. 
Ozal for Turkey’s stalwart sup- 
port in the Guff war. 

Rewarding Mr. Ozal for his 
solidarity, Mr. Bush pledged sup- 
port for a package of 160 F-16 
fighter jets to be built in Turkey. 
Sources said tbe prsident would 
seek money from Congress for 80 
of the planes and ask allies in the 
Gulf to pay for the others. 

On Mr. Bash's last night on the 
road, Mr. Ozal threw a state 
dinner in the ornate ceremonial 
hall of Dolmabahce Palace on the 
western bank of the Bosporus 
Straits. Hie entertainment was a 
flashy fashion show. 

. Mr. Bush used the occasion to 
urge Ttirkey to settle bitter differ- 
ences with Greece, particularly in 
their dispute over Cyprus. 

“I am confident that Turkey 
can rise to this challenge.” 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) officials discussed 
with Foreign Minister Farouq Al 
Sharaa Monday the U.S.-led 
Middle East peace process and 
the makeup of a Palestinian de- 
legation to proposed Arab-Israeli 
negotiations. 

The delegation, led by Farouq 
Kaddoumi. head of the Political 
Department of the PLO, arrived 
Sunday on a previously un- 
announced visit that coincided 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker’s arrival in Israel. 

Mr. Sharaa said be explained 
to the delegation “Syria’s stand” 
after President Hafez Al Assad’s 
acceptance last week of U.S. 
President George Bush’s propos- 
al for a regional peace conference 
cosponsored by the United States 
and tbe Soviet Union. 

“We also tfisenssed Palestinian 
representation,” Mr. Sharaa told 
reporters after the three-hour ses- 
sion. He was referring to one of 
the major hurdles holding up 
agreement on the proposed re- 
gional conference. 

On Sunday, tbe PLO dropped 
its insistence on attending a Mid- 
dle East peace conference. It said 
Palestinian delegates, chosen by 
the PLO from insde and outside 
the Israeli -occupied territories, 
could speak for the Palestinians. 

Israel has adamantly rejected 
any role for the PLO in the peace 
process. 

During his fifth Middle East 
tour this year, Mr. Baker won the 
backing of Syria, Egypt, Jordan 
and Lebanon for the proposed 
conference. But Israel still has 
not committed itself either way. * 

Mr. Kaddoumi's delegation 
comprised three other members 
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Parooq Al Sharaa 

of the PLO’s 15-man Executive 
Committee — Yasser Abed Rab- 
bo, Abu Ali Mustafa and Sulei- 
man Najjab. 

This was their second trip to 
Damascus in recent weeks. Last 
month, they flew in from Tunis to 
cement a rapprochement after 
about 1,100 Palestinians were 
freed from Syrian jails. 

Tbe PLO-Syria relations bad 
been damaged by a 1983 feud that 
followed Syria’s backing of 
mutineers who sought to unseat 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

A PLO spokesman told Reu- 
ters a delegation of PLO execu- 
tive committee members was in 
Cairo and would go to Amman 
for talks on the peace process. 

The PLO has not been invited 
to take part in talks with Mr. 
Baker, who met three Palestinian 
nationalists in occupied Jeru- 
salem on his latest shuttle. 

Mahmoud Abbas was leading 
the delegation in Cairo. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
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Farouq Kaddoumi 

Mubarak once again on Monday 
urged Israel to accept the U.S. 
proposals and stop building set- 
tlements in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

Mr. Mubarak said that Israel 
had sent Jewish settlers to 65 per 
cent of the Arab territory it occu- 
pies. Soon, he said, there will be 
no Arab lands to negotiate about. 

"The peace process has to be 
continued. The Arab parties have 
agreed on a positive and con- 
structive position that will open 
the way for negotiations.” Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

“It’s now up to Israel to make 
up its mind, stand up to its 
responsibilities and accept the 
basis that the international com- 
munity has accepted for a peace- 
ful settlement." 

Mr. Mubarak discussed the 
search for regional peace in a 
televised 40-minute speech to 
commemorate the 39th 

(Continued on page ?) 


12 killed in Yugoslav violence 


OHRID, Yugoslavia (Agencies) 
— Ten Croatian policeman and 
two civilians were reported killed 
in a fierce battle in breakaway 
Croatia Monday and Yugoslav 
leaders said they feared a catas- 
trophe if “last chance" peace 
talks failed. 

Tanjug news agency said mor- 
tar and machinegun battles 
erupted around dawn in the east- 
ern Croatian town of Mirkovci, 
120 kilometres northwest of Bel- 
grade. and the 12 people were 
killed as hand-to-hand fighting 
broke out. 

Croatian radio said federal 
warplanes and Croatian national 
guardsmen exchanged fire in 
Vinkovci, but the report could 
not immediately be confirmed. 

It appeared to be the heaviest 
fighting since orthodox Serbs 
took up aims to oppose seces- 
sionist moves by the leaders of 
tbe predominantly Roman 
Catholic republic of Croatia. 

It cast a shadow bver a peace 
summit scheduled to start within 
hours between the heads of the 
six Yugoslav republics, the eight- 
member state presidency and top 
government leaders in the lake- 
side resort of Ohrid, far to the 
south in the republic of Macedo- 
nia. 

The Yugoslav leaders con- 


vened the meeting, expected to 
last two days, to seek ways to end 
the country’s crisis and keep its 
political system functioning. 

They hoped to reach an agree- 
ment guaranteeing that Serbs and 
Croats would end the fighting 
which has killed scores of people 
since the northern republics of 
Croatia and Slovenia declared 
independence last month. 

"We Jape a catastrophic situa- 
tion in the country,” State Pres- 
idency member Vasil Tupurkovs- 
ki told reporters in Ohrid in the 
southern comer of Yugoslavia 
close to Albania and Greece. 

“This agreement should ensure 
there will be no bloodshed. ..and 
secure the basic functioning of 
the country’s system.” 

The Serbian newspaper Politi- 
ka said: “Ohrid is really the last 
.chance for peace in Yugoslavia.” 

The meeting at Ohrid was cal- 
led for republican leaders to sign 
a document guaranteeing peace 
for a three-month period, said 
Mr. Tuporkovski, Macedonia’s 
representative to the presidency 
and the host of the meeting. 

Yugoslav Premier Ante Mar- 
kovic also was to propose mea- 
sures to keep the federal govern- 
ment functioning during the in- 
terim. 

Similar meetings in the past 


have been futile and the inability 
to reach a political agreement has 
plunged the country close to civil 
war. 

Yugoslav Defence Minister 
Veljko Kadijevic has said i:v; 
army might take action if ! 
presidency and the repub! • 
leaders fail to agree on a plan 
the country's future by Aug. 

"We are faced with a cata 
trophic situation in the country, 
Mr. Tuporkovski told reporters. 
“The agreement should ensure 
that there will be no bloodshed in 
the interim period and secure the 
country's bare existence.” 

Seven Serbs were killed Sun- 
day in the Banija region south of 
Zagreb and 22 were arrested 
when Croatian police attacked 
alleged Serb strongholds, Croa- 
tian Information Minister Hrvoje 
Hitrec said Monday. 

More than 100 people have 
been killed in dashes between 
Serbs and Croats since May. 

On June 25, Croatia and the 
neighbouring republic of Slovenia 
declared independence from 
Yugoslavia. 

Ilie federal military intervened 
in Slovenia after that republic 
seized its border posts with Italy, 
Austria and Hungary. At least 64 
people were kilted in fighting 
there. 
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Cyprus rejects Turkish 
proposal for peace talks 


NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus Mon- 
day rejected Turkish proposals 
backed by the U.S. for talks on 
the future of the divided island 
but said priority should be given 
to the substance of the dispute 
and not the procedure. 

“We reject four-way talks,” 
Cyprus government spokesman 
Akis Fantis said in response to 
pressure by Cypriot reporters. 

U.S. President George Bush 
said in Ankara Saturday Turkey's 
proposal for four-way talks was 
“the best hope for peace and the 
best hope for a solution to the 
Cyprus problem.” 

Mr. Fantis said in a written 
statement: “As far the four-way 
talks are concerned, I would like 
to repeat that our proposal still 
stands.” 

Cyprus has proposed bringing 
together the governments of 
Greece, Turkey and Cyprus, rep- 
resentatives of the Greek — and 
Turkish-Cypriot communities 
and the five permanent members 
of the U.N. Security Council. 

Turkey and the Turkish Cypriots 
want talks between Greece, Tur- 
key and the two communities, but 
Athens and the Greek Cypriots 
fear this will imply recognition of 
the breakaway Turkish Cypriot 
state. 

“As we have always stressed, 
priority should be given not to the 
procedure but the substance of 
the Cyprus problem and especial- 
ly for the Turkish side to respond 
with reasonable proposals on the 
questions put by the (U.N.) 
secretary general, more specifi- 
cally on the issues of territory and 
the refugees,” Mr. Fantis said. 

Cyprus has been divided by 
barbed wire and minefields since 
Turkey invaded in 1974, after a 
short-lived coup in Nicosia en- 
gineered by the military junta 
then ruling Greece. 

Turkey has about 30,000 troops 


in the north, proclaimed a sepa- 
rate state in 1983 and recognised 
only by Ankara. 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar has been trying 
to restart talks which broke down 
last year. 

Government sources said they 
were pleased Mr. Bush raised the 
Cyprus problem several times in 
Turkey and felt this was a vin- 
dication of the Greek-Cypriot 
position that Ankara bolds the 
key to settlement. 

“Mr. Bosh urged Turkey to aban- 
don its intransigent stand. He 
said the status quo is unaccept- 
able, and that it is time for a 
solution. It has always been our 
position that Turkey is the key to 
a settlement,” one government 
source told Reuters. 

“We have to concentrate on 
the substance and not get carried 
away with discussing procedures 
which is exactly what Turkey 
wants.” 

Turkish-Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash said the problem of the 
island “could not be solved with 
outside intervention and press- 
ure." 

“It is understood that the artifi- 
cial storm created over the Bush 
visits to Athens and Ankara is 
over without any damage to the 
cause,” he said in a statement. 

Mr. Denktash said Turkish- 
Cypriots had been the victims of 
“injustice and discrimination” in 
the past. 

“Turkish-Cypriots have have 
no guilt in the creation of the 
problem and its dragging on for 
so many years.” he said. 

EC loans 

Cyprus is to receive European 
Community (EC) loans and aid 
worth 20 million European cur- 
rency units ($23.4 million), an 
official announcement said Mon- 
day. 


| Algerian 
justice 
minister 
resigns 

ALGIERS (AP) — Justice Minis- 
ter Ali Benflis has quit the gov- 
ernment, reportedly in protest 
over army intrusion in law en- 
forcement since a state of 
emergency was declared last 
month to curb militant Muslim 
fundamentalists. 

President Chadli Benjedid's 
press office issued a communique 
late Sunday announcing that Mr. 
Benflis had been “discharged 
from his functions for personal 
reasons.” 

But ibe independent newspap- 
er A1 Watan reported Monday that 
Mr. Benflis resigned in protest 
over the army's virtual seizure of 
the legal apparatus since Mr. Ben- 
jedid decreed the emergency 
June 5. 

Al Watan said Mrr Benflis 
argued with Prime Minister 
Sidahmad Ghozaii over “the 
manner in which justice is being 
directed. In the eyes of Mr. Benf- 
lis, it has become a bit too much 
the property of the army." 

The communique Sunday said 
that Mr. Benflis had been re- 
placed by lawyer Hamdani Benk- 
belil on Mr. GhozaJi's recom- 
mendation. 

The army has carried out a 
bloody crackdown to stop street 
agitation by the fundamentalist 
Islamic Salvation Front. More 
than 50 people have been killed 1 
in dashes with security forces and 
5,800 arrested. i 

The party’s top leaders remain 
in custody at the military prison at 
Blida and have been charged by a 
military tribunal with fomenting 
armed rebellion. 

Hie front had been staging 
strikes and violent demonstra- 
tions to demand early presiden- 
tial elections and changes in the 
rules for legislative voting sche- 
duled for June 27. 


U.S. blocks British 
jets sale to Iran Air 


Iraq on nuclear threshold or 
not? U.N. experts differ 


By Peter James Spiehnaan 

The Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS — Conflict- 
ing U.N. reports on whether Iraq 
could still have a viable atomic 
weapons programme have under- 
cut U.S. claims that an air strike 
may be needed to keep Baghdad 
from producing nuclear weapons. 

U.N. inspectors in Iraq told 
reporters at midweek it looked 
like Iraq's weapons programme 
plants were destroyed by allied 
bombing in the Gulf war and 
Baghdad had made little or no 
enriched uranium. 

. But their bosses at U.N. head- 
quarters in New York said Iraq's 
previous concealment of its nuc- 
lear programme showed it could 
not be trusted, and there is no 
way to know yet how much 
weapons-quality uranium Bagh- 
dad possesses. 

President George Bush has 
warned Baghdad that if it does 
not frilly cooperate with the U.N. 
programme to dismantle Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction, he 
might authorise bombing raids. 

Britain and France have back- 
ed the threat, joining Washington 
in giving Baghdad until Thursday 
to disclose all its nudear, chemic- 
al and biological weapons prog- 
rammes. and any remaining bal- 
listic missiles. 

Last week, Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Ahmad Hussein Khu- 
dayer sent a letter to the United 
Nations accusing the United 
States of preparing “a further 
massive military attack on Iraq,” 
using the nuclear issue as a pre- 
text. 

He said Iraq was frilly cooper- 
ating with U.N. nudear inspec- 
tors, had only a peaceful nudear 
programme, and had nothing to 
hide. And Baghdad found sup- 
port from an unexpected source 
— the 37 U.N. nudear inspectors 
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in Iraq. 

On Wednesday and Thursday, 
members of the team hailed 
Iraq's cooperation, said tbat 
Baghdad made little or no en- 
riched uranium and said its nuo- 
lear programme had been practi- 
cally wiped out by allied bombing 
in tiie Gulf war. 

“Most of the destruction was 
(tone for us by the allies,” said 
one member of the U.N. team. 

“We got a pledge from the 
(Iraqi) Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion that nothing else exists that 
we need to know,” said Dimitri 
Perricos, chief inspector of the 
team. 

He also said reports that Iraq 
had 40 kilogrammes of highly 
enriched uranium were wrong, 
saying Iraq's daim of having 
slightly more than half a kilog- 
rammes of slightly enriched ura- 
nium appeared to be closer to the 
truth. 

Officials in the past have said 
that about 24 kitognuniues of highly 
enriched uranium would be 
needed for a bomb. 

But high U.N. offidals in New 
York and Vienna swiftly coun- 
tered those reports. 

bi New York, the spokesman 
for the U.N. Spedal Commission 
overseeing the destruction of Ira- 
qi weapons said the U.S. bomb- 
ing demolished buildings but 
failed to destroy the machines 
used to enrich uranium. 

The spokesman, Johan Molan- 
der, also said it is impossible yet 
to determine whether Baghdad 
has secret caches of enriched 
uranium or other undisclosed 
nuclear facilities. 

Commission members said 
they had many more sites to 
check before anyone could say 
that Iraq's nudear programme 
posed no threat. 
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Noting that Iraq was only ela- 
borating on sites that the inspec- 
tors had already discovered, the 
commission in a statement said it 
would be “inappropriate to take 
the government of Iraq’s state- 
ments at face value.” 

The bead of an independent 
Washington-based nudear arms 
research group said the only way 
anyone could know how much 
enriched uranium was produced 
is by checking the equipment in 
Iraq. 

Measurements on the enrich- 
ment machinery would also tell 
how highly emidied the uranium 
was, said Gary Milhollin, director 
of the Wisconsin Project on Nuc- 
lear Arms Control. Only highly 
enriched uranium is suitable for 
weapons. 

In Vienna, the government 
board of the International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency Thursday ; 
condemned Iraq for clandestinely 
producing enriched uranium, the i 
first time tbat a country had been 
found in violation of the 1969 
nudear Non-Proliferation Trea- 
ty- 

In Iraq, the inspectors began 
speaking more cautiously by Fri- 
day, noting that they could only 
vouch for sites they had checked. 

One U.S. official at the United 
Nations noted with pleasure that 
the “too euphoric” reports from 
the field had been curbed by the 
senior offidals. 

General Colin Powell, U.S. 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, reiterated Saturday tbat the 
United States would use force 
against Iraq again “if necessary.” 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said last week that if Iraq 
does not provide a full accounting 
of its nuclear, chemical and biolo- 
gical weapons, “we ... always 
have the ultimate sanction, milit- 
ary capability.” 


NICOSIA (AP) — The United 
States has blocked the sale of up 
to 50 BAB 146 airliners to Iran by 
British Aerospace because West- 
ern hostages held by pro-Iranian 
extremists have not been freed. 
Right International reported 
Monday. 

The aviation weekly said in an 
artide made available to the 
Associated Press in advance of 
publication that Washington was 
able to do so because the British- 
built aircraft contain U.S.-made 
components. 

Its avionics are produced by 
the Honeywell Corporation and 
its four turbofan engines are 
manufactured by Textron Lycom- 
ing. 

U.S. trade sanctions imposed 
on Iran in 1979 prohibit supplying 
the Islamic republic with U.S.- 
made aviation equipment. Only 
aircraft built outside the United 
States which contain less than 20 
per cent U.S.-made components 
can be sold to Tehran. 

British authorities, who backed 
the British Aerospace deal, are 
angry at the U.S. move and have 
complained that Washington 
approved the sale of 12 Dutch 
Fokker 100 airliners to Iran last 
year. 

The Dutch aircraft have few 
U.S.-built components. At least 
six have been delivered to Iran 
Air, the Islamic Republic's 
national carrier. 

Right International, published 
in London, quoted sources dose 
to the negotiations between Brit- 
ish Aerospace and Iran Air as 
saying the deal involves the 
purchase of an initial six BAE- 
146s with options on as many as 
50 more. 

The magazine said British 
Aerospace declined comment on 
the report. But aviation industry 
sources have been saying for 
months that the company was 
negotiating with Tehran on the 
sale. 

Britain restored relations with 
Iran last September after an 18- 
montb break. The United States 
broke off relations with Tehran in 
1979 and they remain severed. 

Right International quoted a 
U.S. State Department spokes- 
man as saying that Washington's 
dedsion to block the British deal 
reflected the “deep concern that 
even after a year of significant 
■changes in the region, Iran has 


not ended support for terrorism 
and the Western hostages have 
not been released.” 

“We do not favour normal 
political, commercial and di- 
plomatic relations with Iran until 
the hostages are free and it has 
ended its support for terrorism.” 

There are 13 Westerners mis- 
sing in Lebanon and most are 
believed held by Shiite frictions. 

The missing men comprise six 
Americans, four Britons, two 
Germans and an Italian. 

The longest held is American 
Terry Anderson, chief Middle 
East correspondent for the 
Associated Press. He was kidnap- 
ped in Beirut March 16. 1985. 

Under President Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani, the Iranian government 
has been building bridges with 
the West and the republic’s Arab 
neighbours to end the country’s 
political isolation. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, leader of 
Iran's so-called pragmatists, has 
indicated that be wants to end the 
long-running hostage drama so 
ties with the west can be normal- 
ised. But his radical anti-Western 
rivals in Tehran oppose his poli- 
cies. 

Despite a significant drop in 
attacks by Iranian-linked Shiite 1 
groups over the last two years, i 
Iran remains on the U.S. State ! 
Department’s list of six states 
which sponsor ‘international ter- 
rorism.” The others are Iraq. 
Syria. Libya, North Korea and 
Yemen. 

The U.S. block on the British 
Aerospace deal will be a major 
blow to Iran Air, which has been 
seeking to rebuild and expand 
since die end of the 1980-88 war 
with Iraq. 

It has been opening up new 
routes to Asia, Africa and 
Europe and seeks to increase its 
passenger traffic from five million 
a year to 8.8 million within five 
years. 

Iran Air currently operates 32 
airliners, including Airbus 
A300Bs and Boeing 747s and 
707D bought before the 1979 
Islamic revolution. 

Iran Air tried last year to buy 
five or six Airbus jetliners built 
by a France-based European con- 
sortium. But that deal also fell 
foul of U.S. authorities because 
the aircrafts' engines are Amer- 
ican. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sodomy convict thrown off cliff in Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran's Revolutionary Guards have executed a 
21-year-old man convicted of sodomy and murder by throwing 
him off a mountain diff. according to a report that reached 
Nicosia Monday. The Farsi-language daily. Salaam, reported July 
2 that the man. whom ir did not identify, had been sentenced to 
death by the Islamic court in the southeastern Kerman province. 
The court decreed that he would die the same way he kilted his 
victims. The newspaper, which arrived in Nicosia three weeks 
late, did not say when the verdict was handed down or the 
execution took place. It said after sentendng, the convict was 
taken to a mountain “and pushed off the edge by Revolutionary 
Guards implementing the court dedsion.” It said the man seized 
three boys aged II to 13 June 21. He sodomised them and then 
threw them off the Sahebozzaman Mountain in Kerman. One of 
the boys survived the fall to report the incident and press changes, 
the newspaper said. It did not identify any of the victims by name. 

French group determined to monitor Sahara vote 

PARIS (R) — A human rights group headed by President 
Francois Mitterrand's wife is determined to monitor a United 
Nations referendum next year dedding the future of the Western 
Sahara despite objections by Morocco’s King Hassan. "We intend 
today to request official permission to go into part of the Sahara 
which are controlled by Morocco.” Fiederique Caiandra. spokes- 
woman for Danielle Mitterrand's rights group France Libertes. 
told Reuters Monday. ''Our work will continue.” King Hassan 
described the “vigilance committee” set up by France Ubertes as 
“ridiculous” in an interview shown on French Television Sunday 
and threatened to refuse it permission to enter Morocco. Next 
year's U.N. referendum will give the people of the former Spanish 
colony a choice between integration with Morocco, which 
controls four-fifths of the disputed territory, or independence as 
demanded by Polisario guerrillas. Saying it was worried by the 
presence of large numbers of Moroccan troops in the territory. 
France Libertes recently set up a committee grouping other 
French human rights groups to monitor the situation. The 
committee aims to send an independent observer mission to 
guarantee a fair vote and collect information about hundreds of 
Saharans the Polisario says have been detained by Morocco. 


U.S., Turkish generals to lead new force 

D1YARBAKIR. Turkey (AP) — The U.S. commander of the 
allied operation that helped repatriate the Iraqi Kurds said 
Sunday that the force being left behind to ensure their safety 
would be under joint U.S.-Turkish command, the semi-official 
Anatolia news agency reported. Lieutenant-General John M. 
Shalikashvilj said the rapid deployment force, based in southeast- 
ern Turkey, was currently under the command of his deputy. U.S. 
air force Major General James Jamerson. who will be joined by :t 
Turkish officer of equal rank who is yet to be named. A U.S.-led 
allied force, including troops from several European countries 
set up a safe haven in northern Iraq to enable the return of some 
450.IXX1 Iraqi Kurds who fled to the Turkish border ufter their 
failed rebellion in March. Most of the 1.2 million other Kurds who 
fled to Iran have also returned. TheiF task complete, the coalition 
forces which had a peak strength of 22.000. were withdrawn on 
July 15 from northern Iraq to Turkey. Some of the withdrawn 
troops are being reorganised into a “quick response” force, 
expected ro be 3.000 strong, which will be based at the Turkish 
border town of Silopi. 


Afghan rebels claim new battle victory 


PESHAWAR (AP) — Guerrillas 
said they captured a strategic 
town on the Afghan-Soviet bor- 
der Sunday, their second major 
battlefield victory in less than a 
week. 

A spokesman for the guerrilla 
commanders’ supervisory council 
said the town of Ishkashim in 
northeastern Badakshan province 
fell Sunday after five days of 
fighting. 

The spokesman, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said gov- 
ernment soldiers and militia 
offered little resistance and fled 
across the Amu Darya River to 
the Soviet Union. He did not 
know the number of casualties. 

Like most claims, the fail of 
Ishkashim could not be im- 
mediately verified independently. 
The Soviet-backed government in 
Kabul made no mention of the 
battle but rarely acknowledges 
guerrilla victories. 

Ishkashim would be the second 
town in Badakshan to be cap- 
tured by the Mujahedeen. The 
town of Zedak fell to the guerril- 
las Tuesday, opening a critical 
supply route from Pakistan and 
setting the stage for a planned 
attack on the provincial capital 
Faizabad. 

The Mujahedeen have been 
fighting since April 1978 to topple 
successive governments in Kabul. 

Throughout the 13-year-old 
conflict, the guerrillas have con- 
trolled the countryside while the 


government held the major cities. 

In late March, the guerrillas 
scored their first major victory on 
the battlefield by capturing the 
southern garrison town of Khost. 

Professing newfound unity, the 
guerrillas claimed Khost’s fall was 
the first in a series of defeats that 
would ultimately force Afghan 
President Najibullah to negotiate 
an end to the conflict, which has 
claimed more than 1.5 million 
jives and forced nearly six million 
into exile in Pakistan and Iran. 

But those plans at times have 
been stalled by feuds that have 
divided the seven major rebel 
parties and by the personal ambi- 
tions of their leaders. 

The guerrillas have been fi- 
nanced and supported by the 
United States. Saudi Arabia and 
Pakistan. They have also received 
some assistance from other sym- 
nathetic Muslim countries such as 
Libya. 

The ruling Watan (Homeland) 
party, in Afghanistan has been 
armed by the Soviet Union. 

For more than nine years, as 
many as 115.000 Soviet soldiers 
were deployed in Afghanistan to 
prop up the government and to 
help Afghan forces put down the 
insurgency. But Moscow ended 
direct involvement in Afghanis- 
tan in February 1989, pulling out 
its troops in line with a U.N.- 
brokered accord. 

Kidnapping 

Radical guerrillas may have 


persuaded a rival pro-Iranian 
group to kidnap two American 
relief workers in southern Afgha- 
nistan. Western diplomatic 
sources said. 

Diplomats and the more mod- 
erate resistance groups have ac- 
cused Nahazat Islami (Islamic 
Movement) of kidnapping the 
pair earlier this month in Ghazni 
province. 

The Islamic Movement has de- 
nied responsibility. The small, 
relatively obscure party was once 
aligned with the U.S. -supported 
groups in Pakistan but switched 
loyalties several years ago to get 
money and weapons from 
Tehran. 

But Western diplomats, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, 
said they had obtained evidence 
from U.N. workes in Ghazni that 
proved the Islamic Movement 
was holding the Americans. They 
refused to disclose the nature of 
the evidence. 

The U.S. embassy in Islama- 
bad will not release the hostages’ 
names, dting their right to priva- 
cy, and said there have been no 
demands for their release. 

The resistance groups loyal to 
Iran represent the minority 
Shiites in Afghanistan, while the 
guerrilla parties based in Pakistan 
are aligned with the majority 
Sunni sect. 

A group of Shiite Afghans 
“friendly to America” left Pesha- 
war for Ghazni province over the 


weekend to try to negotiate the 
hostages' release, said one di- 
plomatic source. 

The two Americans — a veter- 
inarian and a translator — were 
abducted July 7 while working n 
an animal husbandry project for 
the British-based relief agency 
Global Partners. 

Diplomats and other relief 
agencies said they knew nothing 
about the agency. Its offices in 
London and Islamabad did not 
answer phone calls. 

While they believe the pro- 
Iranian Islamic Movement is bol- 
ding the Americans, diplomats 
say they suspect the kidnapping 
was engineered by fundamental- 
ist Hezb-e- Islami. 

A spokesman for Hezb-e-Isla- 
mi denied the allegation. 

Hezb-e-Islami is the most anti- 
American of the seven major 
groups in Pakistan. Until recent- 
ly. it received the bulk of the 
estimated $2 billion in U.S. milit- 
ary aid provided during the 13- 
year-old war against government 
in Kabul. 

Despite its anti-U.S. rhetoric, 
it was considered the most cap- 
able militarily. 

But Washington started to cut 
off the weapons pipeline as the 
group's stand became mcreasing- 
■ ly anti -American. The rhetoric 
peaked during the Gulf war when 
die party's outspoken leader, 
Golbuddin Hekmatyar. offered 
to send his guerrillas to fight 
Western forces in the region. 
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Complaints 78 

Telephone Information 

(d ir ect o r y assistanc e) 

Overseas Caffe 01 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 62 

AbdaK Telephone Repairs 68 

Jordan Television Ti 

Radio Jordan 77 

Water Authority 68 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 81 

Electric Power 


n, C f* npaBy 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Owen A tin I nil. Airport 08-53300 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussoii Medical Centre 813813132 

Khahdi Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akrfch Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 641362 

Math®, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Sbmcaani Hospital 669I3J 

University Hospital 84S84S 

AkMtushcr Hospital 667227/9 

IrJS 1 "*- AbdaH 666127/37 

Al-Ahfc. Abdaii 664164* 

777101/3 

Al- Badur. J. Asfarafich 7751 1 1/26 

""“y-Mwka 891(11/15 

tJuccn AHa Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09083323 

Zarqa National Hospda] .. (09)900560 

■bn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

QUID: 


Greek Catholic Hospital 
nw Al Nafecs Hospital... 


<02)275555 

(02)272275 

(02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen ASa International 
Airport Tel. (O8)S3X0-S. where H 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

RoyaJ Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

Singapore. Kuats L«a p u r(RJ) 

IW* - Aqaba (RJ) 

»34S Abo Dhabi (RJ) 

1*5> Marat, Dubai (RJ) 

114* Doha. Batenin (Rff 

London (RJ) 

17:08 New YonA, Montreal ( RJ) 

GwofRI) 

»S5 Frankfort (RJ) 

Ifcl5 Belgrade (RJ) 

2fc2* Tripoli (RJ) 


Moscow (SV) 

Khartomn (SU) 

"*** - Bucharest (RO) 

CBPASTUBBS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Term Inal 1 ) 

SIS 


12*0 ... 
1*45 ... 
12=50 ... 
ON ... 
M.HM ... 
._ 

2ld» ... 
21:15 ._ 
21-JO 
21:30 ... 

Other 


....... irqxiaiKJ) 

......... Vienna, Frankfurt (RJ) 

-■ Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

Rome. Madrid (RJ) 

Geneva. Paris (RJ) 

— ... Cairo (RJ) 

Unwanu] 

Jeddah (Rj) 

— Aba Dhabi, Dubsi IRJ) 


— ■; Ooha, BabramfRjj 

Righto (Terminal Zf 


12:15 .... 

1S4B 


Khartoum 
Moscow 


Israelis ■ 
oppose 
giving up > 
Golan— po/ 

V ' . V 

The Jerusalem Post. * 

THE PUBLIC is not reBdy^ 
make territorial concessions y 
the Golan Heights for peace 
Syria, according to a poll «=■ 
ducted by the' Smith Resea?- 
Centre last month. . ‘V 

According to the jpofi,' wh*-’ 
asked 1,100 Jews between Jt-t 
23-30 if “In order that there v 
be peace with Syria,'! are j 
ready for territorial .compfora 
on the Golan Heights?" the. > 
sponses were as follows: - - i-' 
— Ready to give up all the Go> ^ 
Heights on condition thaitherr’ 
real peace and secwify'giutn-' 
tees for Israel seven per car” 

— Ready to give up part of the Go > 
Heights on condition tbat there:' 
real peace and security guaV 
tees for Israel: 28 per cent ' 
— Today, not ready mi. 
territorial concessions -forpegt 
on the Golan Heights: 57 pc 
cent. 

— Other, no ophtfcw: eight per cot 

More than 70 per cent of sc 
porters of the rightiod the if 
gious parties axe not ready j 
make territorial concessions P 
peace with Syria.- ' ' ' 

On the left, moreJhan 70;^ 
cent of supporters of the'Gttzet 
Rights Movement/ Mapam ai- 
Shmui favor grvmg back at Im- 
part of the Golan Hoghtsfor re: 
peace with Syria , ^yhile; ‘54 p ' 
cent of Labour baefcera suppe 
the idea. • 

Nearly two-thirds of Jews (mg 
noting from Islamic countriesai 
half those with origins in &ncj' 
oppose these territorial .come 
sions, while more than two-thin-, 
of the younger voters (aged l 
29) are opposed. 

Hassan II says 
France should 
impose quotas 
on immig rants 

PARIS (AP) — Morocaft-l&V 
Hassan II said Sunday- 
France should impose quotas^ 
nationality and by professing ti’ 
limit die number of tmnrigranf : 
from his country and elsewhere: 
The king, in a rare hoor-fon^ 
interview with five Frendh jbur 
nalists, also said France 'shod* 
not tiy to imegrate imxnipaot 
into its society, because -irit 
would simply increase the fiowq. 
arrivals from abroad/ : V ■ *» 
The interview was shown Sob: 
day evening on France’s, most, 
watched channel, TF1, ata tnpt 
when immigration b^s -becbft 
the number one topic of po&tira 
debate. An estimated 30 to 
cent of France's 5 million horns 
rants are from Morocco^ Algf^T 
and Tunisia. •'-• / 

King Hassan said be disa&ee 
with those in France, indufij 
President Francois Mfrteadiid; 
who propose that immigrants ^ 
-given the right to_ vote_in jio^ 
elections. . • • ‘ ” 

Mr. Mitterrand, m a teieris&j 
interview last week, also sakl 
opposed quotas on iixmdgrahfr' 
However, his Socialist govepi) 
meat, under new Preiraer^^ 
Cresson, has opeiied-up-a-iw^ 
offensive aimed at combating.^ 
flow of illegal immigrants ^ 
France. ;/£ 

King Hassan invited .-’FSeadSi 
business executives : whose firnijl 
were struggling financially .®! 
France to relocate _m Tytoipecd 
He suggested that tax breaks 
other- incentives could -be^prtH 
vided. * -'uj 

King Hassan, interviewed ^] 
his palace at Skimt in.Morpecm 
took a hard line when 
about a jailed poetical djsszdept--. 
Abraham Ser€aty u who at-Jfi^ 
believed to. be- one of the 
political prisoner' in the workS 1 
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and other 
officials meet OIC chief 


. fPctra) — - Hit Royal 

GrawaPrince Hassan 
i MCoday. received Jthc secretary 

W ~U t - " - Hassan stressed in- the 

V* ^mewing the importance of Ha- 
4WbgBe:\BKt ■ the .need to 

* !. . ^.Tladifeve active solidarity among 

; -pfiSBin nations in a. manner thar 
-■ -^.-'.wlLiSBrve thet interests of ail 
• .^Arabs and Muslims. 

* Prince Hassan and Dr. : Gabid 
;^^<fecussed the roieof the OIC in 

vc-^.the conv^rgemae of views among 
*ff v ’™e. organisation's member states, 
i yvr T hv G abid was earlier received 
*i;-. ^ -i'-by Prime Minister Taber Masri. 
tfti Bodi meetings were attended by 
a* fT- r'JFpreign ' Minister Abdullah En- 
w ■ SOTT, who also held talks with Dr. 
V7J Gabid. 

i . '. „ Dr. Ensour and the OIC chief 
discussed issues of concern to the 
» . ' Islamic world, -particularly the 
^ Palestinian cause and the atua- 
.-tkmin the region as well as the 
j ■ .. role of the OIC in enhancing joint 
^ . - Islamic action and promoting 
r £ ... . cooperation among the organisa- 

* ' tion’s member states. 

. : v ■; ' ' Dr. Gabid left Aamman for 
v_-;-JDanuiscus Monday evening, en- 
■_ w ding a two-day official visit, 

’ In' a statement' to the Jordan 
a P. . News Agency, Petra, Dr. Gabid 
expressed satisfaction with the 
* c .. outcome of his talks with His 
H • 

«r — r- : 


ucc®>™ 


vC* f 


jjteflJ 




-Majesty King Hussein, the 
Crown Prince, Mr. Masri, Dr. 
Ensour and the speakers of the 
Lower and Upper Houses of Par- 
liament. He described his talks in 
Amman as ’trank, constructive 
and useful.” 

He said King Hussein and the 
Jordanian officials he met stres- 
sed their support to the OIC until 
it achieves its legitimate aspira- 
. tions, particularly .resolving the 
Palestinian problem. 

Dr. Gabid said King Hussein 
responded positively to the OICs 
-efforts aiming at building bridges 
.of confidence and uniting the 
ranks among Islamic stales. 

Officials in Jordan, he said, 
had affirmed their support to the 
OICs fimire conferences, includ- 
ing the Islamic Conference of the 
members states’ ministers of 
foreign affairs to be held in Istan- 
bul Aug. 3 and the Islamic states 
summit to be held in Senegal later 
this year. 

“ITws Jordanian officials voiced 
their hope that those two confer- 
ences will be a good venue for 
holding dialogue and thar they 
would form a new starting point 
for joint Islamic action,” he said. 

Dr. Gabid called on all OIC 
member states to help the orga- 
nisation in its reconciliatory 
efforts and to provide all the 
facilities to it to enable it to 
achieve its message in serving 
Islam and Muslims. 


Investors flood industrial cities 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Sahab 
Industrial City near Amman and 
the A1 Hassan Industrial City in 
Irbid are witnessing a growing 
demand by investors seeking to 
establish new industrial projects 
after a break of several months of 
stagnation bemuse of the Gulf 
crisis, according -to the director 
general of the Jordan Industrial 
Estates Corporation ( JIEC), Dr. 
Fayez A1 Suheimat. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Dr^ 
Suheimat said that his offtre has 
been receiving a flood of applica- 
tions from investors seeking ven- 
tures. Many of them' are Jorda- 
nian and- Palestinian expatriates 
who have left the Gulf region in . 
the wake of the Gulf crisis. . .. 

Dr. Suheinuit attributed the 
increase in die number of inves- 
tors to the fact that the returning 
expatriates wish re place their 
mtiney in gooc^investmenls ’ for 
which there are - good reveriues . 
. from exports amt wish re bfcnefit 
from the many incentives and 
fadhties offered : them by the" 
JIEC at the two industrial cities. 

Dr. .Suhehnat said that, during 
1991 a total of 25 new industrial 
companies were established so far 
at Sahab Industrial City with a 
total capita] of JD 13 million. The 
new projects, he said, created 
jobs for 600 people 

According re . Dr. Suheimat, 
the Sahab Industrial City now 
encompasses 213 industrial pro- 
jects with an estimated: total in- 
vestment of JD H7 mtlHon.The 
new investments, he said, are in 


projects for the production of 
electrical appliances, home ap- 
pliances. sanitary products, com- 
puter paper rolls, plastic pipes, 
metal, food and textile products. 

Last February, in the wake of 
the Gulf war, the JIEC said that 
the crisis had frozen all applica- 
tions and inhibited investors. 
Some officials put the Sahab In- 
dustrial Gty's loses doe to a halt 
in exports at JD 100 million. 

Dr. Suheimat told Petra that 
the Sahab Industrial City's build- 
ings have all been rented and 
used by industrial investors, but 
the JIEC was setting up new 
spaces and factories on different 
areas to be leased or sold re 
investors. 

Referring to the A1 Hassan 
Industrial City of Irbid, Dr. 
Suheimat said that during 1991 
four new industrial investment 
projects had been started in the 
.city to produce processed food, 
detergent and other products. He 
estimated the total amount of 
capital invested at JD 800,000. 

According to Dr. Suheimat, 
there are a total of seven indust- 
rial projects in the A( Hassan 
Industrial City with a total capita! 
of JD 2 million, creating jobs for 
300 workers. The JIEC. he said, 
has provided the necessary infras- 
tructure, thus paving the ground 
for industries to commence pro- 
duction within a short time. 

The AJ Hassan Industrial City 
in Irbid was built recently on 42 
dunums of land and has facilities 
for 80 factories and other 
businesses. 





JERASH EXHIBIT — Under the sponsorship of the Jerash 
Festival, two artists, an Iraqi and a Jordanian, bold a 
exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. To the 
observant eye, the exhibition promotes two different styles. 
'One- is attributed to the Iraqi artist S. Saudi, distinguish ed 
for its nirasiiid moral form of tire cereunk expression and the 
strong colours given in the predominant shades of green and 
bjfoe. Contrasting, H. Zabi’s approach is classical. His 
exhibits are a variety of different forms of vases, plates, 
dishes and amphora in subdned colours which give out a 
feeling of calmness and elegancy. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

Plastic art - exhibition by Iraqi art&s Baton! AI Fiskeiki, 

- ^ Ibrahim AI AbdaU and Abdul Jab bar Salman at the Royal 
; 7 ‘Oteiil Centre. 

^Traditional embroidery exhibition at the Royal Cultural 
'■\'~&ntn. 

.^VhaOc art exhibition fey NIdal Jamons and Ahmad Hanandefa 
jyjd Yarmauk University. 

r ^BafeB&km.of photos depicting the Palestinian people’s saffer- 
•'i'rring. under Israeli occupation at Yannoafc University, 
^^raiada exhibition by Hamm AI Znbi and Sflutm AI Saudi at 
. Cultural Centre. 



SECRETARY DAY — Hotel Jordan 
Intercontinental held its annual Sec- 
retaries Day Sunday to honour secre- 
taries working for a number of pri- 
vate and public organisations. The 
secretaries were treated to a lunch at 


.-■■Ml 

the hotel's swimming pool that was 
attended by businessmen, journalists 
and prominent officials. Hotel Mana- 
ger Majeed Khalil welcomed the 
guests and distributed awards to a 
group of secretaries. 


Jordan to propose establishment 
of a pan- Arab youth commission 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan's de- 
legation to the Arab Ministers of 
Youth meeting due to open in 
Cairo Wednesday plans to submit 
a working paper calling for the 
creation of a pan-Arab youth 
commission to be charged with 
the task of supporting national 
teams, establishing sports in- 
stallations and facilities and tak- 
ing other measures designed to 
promote youth and sports activi- 
ties in the Arab World. 

The announcement was made 
by Minister of Youth Saleh 
Irsheidat shortly before his de- 


parture for the Cairo meetings 
Monday at the head of an official 
Jordanian delegation. 

The conference will address the 
basic task oi reshaping inter-Arab 
relations in youth and sports 
fields with a view to directing 
them in a manner that would 
reflect most positively on the 
Arab World’s youth and sports 
activities, the minister said in a 
statement. 

During the three-day meetings 
a number of topics will be discus- 
sed. including the formation of an 


inter-Arab Youth Federation and 
the coming pan-Arab sports acti- 
vities. 

The establishment of a special 
fund to finance youth and sports 
installations and ways to stimu- 
late sports events in the Arab 
World arc also on the agenda, the 
minister said. 

Dr. Irsheidat. who is accompa- 
nied by a five member team from 
his ministry, said that he will 
discuss ways to increase ex- 
changes of youth and sports ex- 
pertise among Arab countries. 


PSD foils another drug smuggling attempt 


AMMAN (J.T.) — For the 
second time in as many months, 
the Public Security Department 
(PSD) announced that its border 
police have foiled a series of drug 
trafficking attempts across the 
border with Jordan's neighbours. 

A PSD spokesman was quoted 
by the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, as saying that border 
police units foiled attempts to 
smuggle 335 kilogrammes of 
hashish. The haul was on its way 
into the Kingdom from a neigh- 
bouring Arab state, the spokes- 
man said. He did not disclose the 
country the hashish was coming 
from. ’ 

Border units backed by police 
helicopters foiled a major drug 
trafficking operation last month. 


seizing S00 kilogrammes of hash- 
ish and arresting the smugglers. 

PSD Director Fadel Ali said his 
units were trying to combat drug 
trafficking by all means at their 
disposal. 

Major General Ali paid tribute 
to the PSD units for their efforts 
in combating smuggling in gener- 
al and drug trafficking in particu- 
lar. 

Last year, the PSD said 135 
drug trafficking cases were re- 
corded and 342 persons involved 
in the operations were arrested. 
In the first six months of 1991. a 
total of 80 cases have been hand- 
led. with the police arresting SO 
people involved in the illicit busi- 
ness. Maj-Gen. Ali. 


Earlier this month. Health 
Minister Mamdouh AI Abbadi 
told a meeting in Amman that 
Jordan does not have a drug 
addiction problem. It also does 
not produce drugs and has no 
laboratories to process narcotics, 
he said. 

The minister said, however, 
that Jordan was being used to 
smuggle re other countries. The 
minister also said that the prob- 
lem of drugs was now plaguing 
countries worldwide and was hav- 
ing adverse effects on individuals 
and societies. 

Maj.-Gen. Ali told Petra that 
the PSD units were quite ready to 
foil drug trafficking operations 
across the border from any coun- 
try. 


Officials close to final decision on 
establishing glass company in Jordan 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan Glass 
Industries Company (JGIC) has 
shortlisted four offers from fore- 
ign firms to establish a plant to 
manufacture glass bottles and 
domestic utensils and is expected 
to finalise its plans in two weeks’ 
time. 

Farhi Obeid, chairman of the 
company, said three of the offers 
were strictly technical while the 
fourth included a proposal for the 
supplier of equipment to take a 
50 per cent equity in the project. 

“We are continuing discussions 
with the various parties, including 
some of our potential consumers 
in Jordan, and we hope to come 
up with a final decision in two 
weeks,” Mr. Obeid told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

JGIC will present its proposals 
to Yemenis, with whom it has 
been involved in discussions to 
set up a joint venture glass plant, 
and it is possible that part of the 
proposed production facility 
would be set up in Yemen, Mr. 
Obeid said. 

“If (the Yemenis) are in- 
terested in the proposal, they will 
be welcome to come in,” he said. 
“If not, we are going ahead on 
our own since we are convinced 
that there is an urgent need for a 
plant to produce glass bottles and 


utensils in Jordan.” 

Mr. Obeid said that the idea of 
such a plant was contemplated in 
the mid -80s but was shelved in 
1985 because of financial prob- 
lems. 

“But the idea was revived in 
1989 in view of the (decline) in 
the value of the dinar and the 
rising prices of aluminium — 
which have gone up by three 
times — as an alternative to 
glass,” he said. 

Mr. Obeid declined re reveal 
the estimated cost of the project 
but said initial plans call for a . 
production capacity of 20,000 
tonnes with an annual output of 
15,000 tonnes of bottles for soft 
drinks, pharmaceuticals, house- 
hold utensils and containers for 
cosmetics. 

Oose to 80 per cent of the raw 
materials will come from Jordan, 
he said. Silicate, the main compo- 
nent in the glass industry, is 
available in Jordan in abundance. 
The plant's requirements of 
sodium carbonate are also ex- 
pected to be satisfied locally. 

Noting that the JGIC has am- 
ble experience in production, Mr. 
Obeid said: “We have the raw 
materials, we have the expertise 
and we have the personnel.” 

The new plant is expected re 
create employment opportunities 
for 150 to 200 graduates of tech- 
nical schools, he said. 


The JGIC chairman said that 
the proposed project will be the 
first of its kind in Jordan, which 
imports all its needs of glass 
containers. The JGIC, which cur- 
rently produces around 18,000 
tonnes of glass sheets every year, 
is the only [riant in the Arab 
World manufacturing coloured 
glass. 

Local industry sources agreed 
that the proposed glass-container 
factory will plug a major hole in 
the local market, which depends 
entirely on foreign sources and 
has little control over pricing. 

Furthermore, they said, some 
of the local plants will also be 
encouraged to consolidate their 
export activities if they are 
assured of regular supplies of 
glass containers for their pro- 
ducts. 

“The main problem facing im- 
porters of glass is heavy losses 
caused by breakage during trans- 
port,” said one official at a local 
plant. “Sometimes the losses axe 
as much as 30 per cent.” 

There was an added focus on 
canned soft drinks in Jordan over 
the past three years. But now 
manufacturers have cut down on 
their production of canned bever- 
ages in view of the high alumi- 
nium prices which lead to. in 
some cases, the containers cost- 
ing more than the actual product 
they contain. 


Seminar explores causes and effects of Gulf war 


AMMAN (Petra) — A seminar 
on the causes and results of the 
Gulf crisis was opened in Amman 
Monday. 

Participants in the three-day 
seminar discussed three working 
papers dealing with the Gulf cri- 
sis, the role of the media in the 
Gulf war and the role of the 
public during the war. 

The first paper, which was pre- 
sented by the assistant secretary 
general of the International Isla- 
mic Popular Leadership Orga- 
nisation. Ibrahim AI Ghuweil of 
Libya, said the Gulf war revealed 
the tampering with Arab wealth 


and the injustice lying in the 
distributioin of the Arab and 
Muslim wealth. 

Hie war, Mr. Ghuweil said, 
has uncovered the determination 
of certain powers not to allow the 
Arabs and Muslims to free 'them- 
selves from an unjust world 
order. 

Another paper on the role of 
the media in the Gulf war was 
presented by former Minister of 
Information Marwan Dudin. Mr. 
Dudin said the Gulf war has 
affirmed the Western media's 
domination of information 
sources and the West’s exploita- 


tion of the media to propagate 
the image they want to them- 
selves to gain internal and exter- 
nal support. 

A third paper presented by 
Lower House of Parliament 
member Laith Shubeilat said the 
Gulf war “was a difficult test to 
the regimes, public institutions 
and the individual.” 

Mr. Shubeilat said the war re- 
vealed the shameful situation of 
the public institutions in the Arab 
World and the variation in public 
opinion from one Arab state to 
another. 


N AF flooded with economic aid 
requests as conditions of poor 
families in Kingdom worsens 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The National 
Aid Fund (NAF), which offers 
assistance to the needy in Jordan, 
has lately been receiving huge num- 
bers of applications for assistance 
by poor families in the Kingdom, 
according to NAF Director 
General Farouk Badran. 

The sharp increase in the num- 
ber of poor families requesting 
aid is largely due to the difficult 
economic circumstances prevail- 
ing in Jordan, said Mr. Badran in 
a statement during a meeting with 
Minister of Social Development 
Awni AI Bashir and other offi- 
cials. 

Dr. Bashir said his ministry 


plans to encourage the work of 
the General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS), which also 
offers assistance to the poor and 
runs vocational training centres 
for the handicapped, and will give 
more attention to the needy peo- 
ple in various settlements in the 
provinces. 

The minister, who was chairing 
a meeting for the directors of the 
ministry's departments in various 
governors tes, said that the direc- 
tor's views were of paramount 
importance to him as they pro- 
vide valuable information about 
the situation in various regions. 


What GUVS is doing is of great 
significance to Jordanian society 
because its activities benefit the 
poor and the needy, the minister 
said. 

A sum of JD 40 is given to each 
needy family every month from 
the NAF. The fond also offers 
lump sums to poor families who 
suddenly los * their main wage 
earners and also offer loans to 
heads of poor families opening a 
business in order to become self- 
supportive. 

The NAF draws its funds from 
the treasury and contributions to 
finance its projects. 


Education minister severely 
criticises private school practices 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Education Eid Dahiyat has stres- 
sed the need for raising the stan- 
dard of teachers in private 
schools and granting them foil 
rights like their colleagues in the 
government schools. 

Should these teachers be dep- 
rived of their rights, their per- 
formance at schools would be 
adversely affected, he said. 

The minister was addressing a 
meeting by directors of various 
private schools in the Amman 
region gathered at the Princess 
Alia School for Girls. 

The process of providing the 
teachers with proper qualifica- 
tions is of paramount importance 
and cooperation and coordina- 
tion among the private schools 
and the Ministry of Education is 
essentia], the minister said. 


In his address, the minister 
reviewed a number of excesses by 
private schools, especially in mat- 
ters related to school fees, extra 
fees exacted from students during 
the school year, charges for fore- 
ign books, special uniforms for 
trips and ceremonies. 

Such a behaviour affects the 
family budgets and can only de- 
flect the school from its original 
mission of education, the 
minister said. 

Numerous columnists in the 
local press have been writing 
about the complaints of parents 
whose sons and daughters get 
education at private schools in' 
Amman. The complaints mostly 
focus on the question of excessive 
fees such schools charge and 
which continue to increase every 


year. 

Dr. Dahiyat said that a number 
of private schools tend to impose 
severe pressure on teachers 
working for them such as de- 
laying the payment of their salar- 
ies during the summer vacation or 
increasing their volume of work. 

The minister accused some of 
the schools of deviating from the 
educational purpose for wnich 
they had been established, espe- 
cially in matters such as controll- 
ing students attendance and the 
length of the school period. 

Discussion at the meeting co- 
vered the general conditions of 
the teachers in private schools. 
The minister promised that pri- 
vate school teachers would be 
covered by the ministry's on -the 
job-training programme. 


Ajloun mukhtars meet PSD officials, 
discuss gun firings during weddings 


By Elia Nasraliah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Village headmen 
(mukhtars) in the Ajloun District 
had a meeting in Amman Mon- 
day with the Public Security De- 
partment (PSD) Director Fadel 
Ali and senior officers to discuss 
security and peace in their region 
following incidents during which 
weapons were fired heavily in 
area towns and villages. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the PSD chief and the 
mukhtars discussed cooperation 
to ensure continued security and 
stability in the region of Ajloun in 
the north of Jordan. 

Petra quoted the mukhtars as 
paying tribute to the PSD for its 
services to citizens in the Ajloun 
District and in stemming what 
they called harmful habits which 
normally result in misfortunes 
For example, firing of arms 
during weddings and in rejoicings 
over other events and occasions is 
■strictly banned in Jordan due to 
"the heavy loss of life — resulting 
from this tradition. 

PSD records show that 312 
cases fb gunfire occurred in 1990, 


while 224 such cases were re- 
ported in 1989, accounting for the 
death of 27 people and the injury 
of 211 others. According to rtuw 
records, 84 of the cases occurred 
during weddings. 

Reports in the daily press said 
that nine mukhtars in the Ajloun 
district were imprisoned for one 
night earlier this month at the 
local police station for their fai- 
lure to reveal the names of those 
who fired arms during weddings 
and other occasions, this sum- 
mer, including the announcement 
of the new government of Prime 
Minister Taher Masri. 

According to these reports, the 
mukhtars refused to comply, 
saying only that it was not their 
duty to do that. 

Sources told the Jordan Times 
that the mukhtars complained to 
Minister of Interior Jawdat 
EsbouJ about their detention 
and submitted their resignations, 
only to withdraw them later after 
the intervention of concerned 
government department and 
prominent personalities. 

The case of the nine mukhtars 
was raised by three deputies from 
the northern constituencies in 
their addresses to Parliament last 


week just before the vote of 
-confidence in the government 
was taken. 

The deputies urged the govern- 
ment to find a solution to the 
problem of the firing of arms 
other than detaining village head- 
man. 

The mukhtars were held re- 
sponsible by the police for any 
firing during weddings and other 
events in their district and were 
told to prevent this bad habit, but 
firing continued, according to the 
reports. 

Informed sources told the Jor- 
dan Times Monday that the 
police are now demanding that all 
printing presses around the King- 
dom provided the police with a 
copy of invitation cards for wed- • 
dings so that the bridegroom can 
be called in and warned that legal 
measures against him and his 
family would be taken should 
firing occur during the wedding. 

The sources said that the police 
opted for this measure as an 
alternative to detaining the 
mukhtars and in the wake of 
press reports, comments by col- 
umnists and the deputies’ 
speeches in Parliament. 



Kingcongratulates Sultan 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Monday sent a cable to Sultan Qaboos Ibn Saeed 
of Oman to congratulate him in his name and on 
behalf of the Jordanian government and people 
on Oman’s AI Nahda-day anniversary. King 
Hussein voiced pride in the brotherly relations 
binding Jordan and Oman and wished Sultan 
Qaboos good health and happiness and the 
Omani people further progress and prosperity. 

Prime Minister meets association presidents 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Taher Masri 
received Monday the presidents of the Jordanian 
Professional Associations and discussed with 
them the role of their associations in serving 
Jordanian society. Mr. Masri also reviewed with 
the presidents the government's policy statement 
presented to the Lower House of Parliament 
recently and the implementation of His Majesty 
King Hussein's directives calling for supporting 
the professional associations to enable them to 
achieve their goals. The meeting also discussed 
the issue of lifting martial law and guaranteeing 
the freedom of the press and public freedoms. 

Jordan ian-ltalian relations discussed 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Tourism Abdul 
Karim AI Kabariti received Monday the Italian 
ambassador to Jordan, Francesco de Courten, 
and discussed with him cooperation between 
Jordan and Italy. The two also discussed the 
protocol signed between the governments of the 
two countries and Italy's support for Jordan in 
the fields of tourism and antiquities. Also discus- 
sed at the meeting was the issue of establishing a 
mosaics renovation school in Madaba and resum- 
ing the renovation work at the Greco-Roman city 
j of Jerash after work was stopped during the Gulf 
> crisis. 


Lower House to meet 

\ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower Hoiise of Parliament 
Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat decided to call the 
House for a meeting on Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

Committee approves law 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Legal Committee of the 
Lower House of Parliament held a meeting 
Monday under the chairmanship of Deputy 
Hussein Mjalli. The committee approved an 
amendment to the Martyrs' Fund Law for 1990 
and the Penal Code Draft Law for 1990. The 
committee will meet on Tuesday to resume 
d i scu ss i on of the National Economy Protection 
Law for 1990, a law pertaining to ending regula- 
tions affiliated to martial law and an amendment 
to the Stare Security Court for the year 1990. It 
will also discuss Temporary Law No. 11 for 1989. 

Ministry evaluating need for teachers 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Education 
is currently considering its need of teachers for 
the coming scholastic year, according to an 
informed source at the ministry. The source said 
the ministry will prepare a list of the teachers it 
needs in all subjects and refer it to the Civil 
Service Commission, which will nominate suit- 
able candidates. 

Airline to reinstate flights to Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Pakistan International Air- 
lines announced Monday that it will resume 
service to Amman on Aug. 2, 1991. The airline 
had stopped flying to Amman and other Middle 
East destinations in January because of the Gulf 
crisis and war. Officials said PIA would resume 
all its flights to Amman that it had been flying 
prior to the crisis, including its Amman to 
Karadu flight every Wednesday and Karachi to 
Amman eveiy Friday. 
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PUBLIC OPINION polls are a funny thing. At best they are 
not indicative of the real feeling of the public, but ratter a 
reflection of what the establishment, and especially the 
media, feed people with. The Israeli new spa per, the 
Jerusalem Post, yesterday ran the results of an opfcrion pod 
on Israelis' response to giving up the Golan Heights back to 
Syria in exchange for peace. According to the Post, the poll 
was conducted last month! 

Asked if they were ready to give up the occupied Golan 
Heights “on condition that there is real peace and security 
guarantees for Israel," seven per cent of the Israelis said yes 
and 57 per cent said no. Those ready to give up part of the 
area for peace amounted to 28 per cent while those who had 
no opinion were eight per cent. Among religions parties, the 
rejectHHusts stood at 70 per cent. 

Although the Gulf war demonstrated, in the opinion of 
U.S. leaders, that with missiles there are no secure borders, 
the Israeli establishment has for more than two decades now 
justified its “annexation" of the Golan with security 
reasons. Unlike the West Bank and Gaza, where Israel 
claims “God-given rights,*’ the Golan Heights were por- 
trayed by the Israeli establishment as bring vital to the 
“security" of the Jewish state. This has been the line of both 
Israel’s right and left. We are not, therefore, surprised at 
the results of the poll. The Israeli pubtic, Bke their patrons 
an the U.S., are being bran-washed by then* mffitant le a der s 
into believing that only more Arab te rri to r y will guarantee 
their security. Would they occupy Iraq and Algeria when 
missies are bundled from that for to fed a e ung in what 
they daim is their “promised land"? With leaden Hke Arid 
Sharon and Yitzhak Shamir, ttsB we expect a softer Bat 
from the Likud? Of course we do not. Soon the Jerusalem 
Post will come out with a similar pol over the fete of the 
West Bask and Gaza and we wfll not be surprised by the 
results. If the top leadership of Israel is adamant on its hold 
on the occupied territories, we wffl surely see an increased 
tilt towards more Israeli public intransigence. If anything, 
the poll dearly demonstrates that Israel, led by Mr. Shamir 
and Mr. Sharon, is not ready for peace. On the contrary, 
the poD provides amble proof that Israel not only does not 
want peace bat is absolutely terrified of such a thought. And 
the longer they persist in their path, the sooner the region 
will explode into war and turmoil. And Israel will find once 
more that land does not guarantee security. Security can 
only be guaranteed by the goodwill of people, and especially 
those who lead them. 


The United States' current drive to bring about peace to the 
Middle East region is a golden opportunity for Washington to 
prove its credibility and prove wrong the Arab countries' belief 
that the U.S. administration is adopting a double standard and 
constantly deceiving the Arabs, said Al Ra'i Arabic daily 
Monday. The paper said that (he Arabs would like to be 
optimistic and hopeful about the U.S. moves, but they would also 
like to reaffirm theft optimism with concrete results. The U.S. 
moves come dose on the heels of a U.S.-led aggression on the 
Iraqi people and amidst continued threats to Iraq and constant 
U.S. support for the Israeli authorities to maintain their hold over 
the occupied Arab territories, the paper noted. But still the Arabs 
can be proved wrong in their belief that the U.S. is adopting a 
double criteria if the United States is genuinely working towards 
establishing peace based on justice and the international legitima- 
cy. The paper said that the United States can uphold the U.N. 
Security Coundl resolutions and the international legitimacy and 
pressure Israel into succumbing to the world community's will and 
gave up the occupied lands in exchange for peace. Unless the U.S. 
administration does something concrete in this respect and unless 
peace based on justice is achieved, the Middle East region is 
bound to remain prone to further violence and upheavals, 
endangering world peace the paper warned. It said that the 
present chance is for Washington to pressure and not to support 
Israel so that peace can be achieved. 


Tackling the same topic, Sawt Al Shaab daily said that the Arabs 
have now offered every possible concession to the Israelis for the 
sake of achieving a just peace based on international legitimacy 
and for the implementation of U.N. Security Council resolutions 
242 and 338. The paper said that the Arabs have accepted an end 
to the boycott of Israeli goods, if Israel agrees to stop building 
settlements on occupied Arab land. In the light of the five visits to 
the region by the U.S. Secretary of State James Baker, the U.S. 
administration and the whole world must know by now that it is 
Israel which is intransigent and that the Shamir government is not 
showing any cooperation with the U.S. or the U-N. in order to 
help the establishment of peace, said the paper. Mr. Baker 
himself has praised Jordan, Egypt and Syria for their cooperation 
and said that their attitude was very encouraging and conducive to 
peace, unlike Israel's stand, the paper noted. It said that Mr. 
Baker s mission in Israel is the most difficult one in view of 
Israel's obstinate stand and it is hoped that the U-S. will do all it 
can to see the international legitimacy implemented and not to 
lose this opportunity of achieving peace between Israel and its 
neighbours. 


The crisis in Algeria: what chance democracy? 


By Tom Porteous 


THERE are no easy ways out of 
Algeria's present impasse — the 
result of the collapse of the old 
system and the inability of the 
regime to introduce a new one 
which does not carry the long- 
term risk of transferring poweT 
from the political elite to Muslim 
fundamentalists. Behind this cri- 
sis tie economic and social prob- 
lems to which there are no ob- 
vious solutions, a political infras- 
tructure rotten to its roots and an 
acute crisis of cultural identity in 
a fast changing world. 

Who holds power in Algeria? 
Who is going to hold it in six 
weeks’ or in six months’ time? 
President Chadli may still be at 
the helm, but the rudder has 
come adrift. The regime's main 
ballast and only remaining source 
of legitimacy is the democratic 
process launched by the president 
in the wake of the riots of Octo- 
ber 1988. But this process is now 
seriously endangered, to say the 
least. And the fundamentalists 
have moved swiftly to exploit this 
situation, demonstrating not only 
their own strength on the streets, 
but also that — until genuinely 
free elections can be held — the 
army is the only prop to a totally 
discredited regime and perhaps 
the only obstacle to the establish- 
ment of an Islamic state. Hence 
the importance of the question of 
the army's loyalty to the regime. 


The regime's haphazard 
reaction 


Desperate to hold onto its eco- 
nomic and political privileges, the 
regime has reacted to the crisis in 
a haphazard and contradictory 
fashion. The “reformist" govern- 
ment of Mouloud Hamrouche 
was quickly sacrificed to the fun- 
damentalists after the first out- 
break of violence in early June. 
Mr. Hamrouche was supported 
by the French, but accused by 


By Dr. John Habgood 


The following article, by the 
Archbishop of York, is reprinted 
from The Independent. 



HELL is full of surprises. I am 
not just thinking of the surprise of 
the goats in Matthew 25 v44, 
wondering what they had done to 
deserve their separation from the 
sheep and consignment to eternal 
fire. The surprises I have in mind 
spring from a more mundane 
judgement, in fact from judge- 
ment on a modest essay on Hell I 
wrote last month for my diocesan 
newspaper. 

A correspondent had asked me 
for an article because one of the 
damaging experiences of his 
youth had been the teaching of 
the sea to which he then be- 
longed, that “eternal conscious 
punishment was for all unbeliev- 
ers." Subsequently I had an even 
more powerful letter from a 
mother whose distressed daugh- 
ter-in-law had been told by her 
clergyman that her stillborn child 
must inevitably go to Hell for 
eternity because it was un bap- 
tised. How such teaching could 
possibly be compatible with belief 
in the love of God. and how the 
idea of eternal punishment unre- 
lieved by any change of mind 
could possibly be conceived as 
just, are questions which demand 
an answer, no matter how strong- 
ly some passages of Scripture 
speak of an eternal divide be- 
tween the saved and the lost. 

As the churches put evangelism 
higher on their agendas, there is 
also a need to think more clearly 
about the motive for it. Do pre- 
sent-day Christians really believe, 
as many of our forebears un- 
doubtedly did. that all unevangei- 
ised souls go straight to Hell? Or 
is it more true to say that good- 
ness forced on people under 
threat of torture is not goodness 
at all? That the motive for 
evangelism must be love not fear? 

In my essay I also refereed to 
the familiar point that some of 
rhe more lurid descriptions of 
burning fires and undying worms 
in the New Testament were imag- 
ery. now known to refer to the 
Jerusalem rubbish dump (Gehen- 
na). and were not to be taken 
literally. Traditional pictures of 
Hell owe more to mistranslations, 
to later interpretations, to 
medieval excesses, to poets such 
as Dante and Milton, and above 
all to the failure to grasp the full 
implications of salvation, than to 
the original Scriptures and to 
early Christian teaching. 

But I was careful to point out 
that to criticise the idea of Hell on 
ethical grounds, and to re-inter- 
pret New Testament symbolism, 
is not in any way to abandon the 
belief that actions can have eter- 
nal consequences. In faa Hell is a 
profound symbol of the serious- 
ness of moral choices, and of the 
irreducible character of human 
freedom. 

One way of reconciling these 
-opposites is to say that we create 
Hell for ourselves. It is not an 


many within his party of having 
“sold out'* economically to the 
West and of having rigged the 
election laws and lists in order to 
fill the National Assembly with 
his own clients. The manner of 
the removal of Mr. Hamrouche 
and his clan from power bore all 
the marks of a mini-coup within 
the regime supported by the 
military. This Impression was 
reinforced by the declaration of a 
state of siege and the appearance 
of the army on the streets in force 
to impose order and suppress the 
fundamentalists. At the same 
time there were reports of nego- 
tiations between conservatives in 
the regime and the FIS lead- 
ership. These reports led some 
liberals in the secular opposition 
to speculate that conservatives 
and fundamentalists could be 
plotting to overturn the democra- 
tic process and share power be- 
tween them. 

However the appointment of a 
fairly neutral prime minister, Sid 
Ahmed Ghozali. to form a “non- 
partisan” government, and the 
resignation of Mr. Chadli from 
the head of Lhe National Libera- 
tion Front (FLN). did seem to 
indicate a recognition somewhere 
in the leadership that the demo- 
cratic process was vital to the 
stability of the country and the 
legitimacy of the regime. Mr. 
Chadli' 5 departure from the party 
leadership and the formation of 
Algeria's first non-FLN govern- 
ment since 1962 could herald the 
dismemberment of the party 
which has served as the power 
base of successive Algerian reg- 
imes, but which is now riven by 
internal factions and fully discre- 
dited by corruption and failure. 
In any case these moves complete 
the break with the past. 

Ostensibly. Mr. Ghozaii's gov- 
ernment of technocrats and the 
new look president “of all Alge- 
rians” have the difficult task of 
restoring order, fixing a new date 
for elections and keeping the 


floundering economy afloat until 
an elected government can take 
over. But the new government 
also looks very much like a facade 
to gloss over the fairly brutal 
suppression of the FIS with which 
the regime hopes to force its way 
out of the present political im- 
passe. 


The regime's management of 
the crisis may be sufficient to 
maintain a fragile social peace in 
Algeria. But for how long? The 
regime has shown it is ready to 
use force and has arrested 
thousands of fundamentalist mili- 
tants, including the movement’s 
leaders, in an effort to break its 
back. But the FIS too is becoming 
more assertive and confident in 
its strategy of increasing and re- 
ducing the tension on the streets 
to suit its political aims. And 
while the regime's options are 
limited and it has to act quickly to 
restore durable stability, the FIS 
has plenty of room for man- 
oeuvre. nothing to lose from the 
present instability and time very 
much on its side. 


Social and economic crises 


The social and economic crisis 
which explains much of the popu- 
larity of the fundamentalist 
movement shows every sign of 
worsening in the short term at 
least, with Algeria unable to ex- 
ploit its considerable mineral, 
agricultural and human potential 
to the full. The country is caught 
up in a spiral of decline all too 
familiar in the Third World; part- 
ly the result of the corruption, 
incompetence and mismanage- 
ment engendered by three de- 
cades of one-party rule, partly the 
result of the policies of the indus- 
trialised nations which each year 
take 75 per cent of Algeria's 
export earnings as service pay- 
ments on a $25 billion debt. The 
principle victims of this combina- 
tion are a huge mass of young, 
unemployed and frustrated Alge- 


not hell 


objective reality, not a place or 
state created by God as a means 
of executing his justice, but is the 
way we experience self-absorp- 
tion. despair, and unwillingness 
to open ourselves to His love. 
Heaven, by contrast, is not self- 
created but is the God-given ful- 
fillment of all His intentions for 
us. There is therefore a real 


lostness from which we need to 
be rescued. But ii is not a lostness 
imposed upon us by God as a 
punishment, and therefore raises 
no question about God’s moral 
goodness or His love towards us. 
I had thought that these were 
present-day theological platitudes. 
Hence the surprise when sea ions 
of the media went berserk. Ev- 
erybody wanted interviews. I was 
even invited to appear on News- 
night. 


“Traditional pictures of 
Hell owe more to mis- 
translations, to later in- 
terpretations, to mediev- 
al excesses, to poets such 
as Dante and Milton, 
and above aU to the fai- 
lure to grasp the full 
implications of salvation, 
than to the original 
Scriptures and to early 
Christian teaching.” 


The Daily Telegraph claimed 
that its readers had a particular 
interest in Hell, and then pro- 
duced both a leading article and 
an item in its gossip column. The 
editorial contained a curious re- 
ference to the idea of a "physical 
hell.” thereby subscribing to the 
double error of supposing that 
anything that is not physical is not 
objective, and anything that is 
not objective is not real. For all 
its pious tone it was peddling 
old-fashioned materialism. 

The Yorkshire Post fell into the 
same trap the other way round, in 
supposing that if Hell is self- 
created it must be “all in the 
mind,” and to that extent unreal 
and insignificant. Both showed an 
alarming capacity to handle the not- 
ions of spiritual reality, the inner 
reality of persons, and by implica- 
tion the reality of God. Part of 
the evangelistic task of Christ- 
ians. therefore, must be to reha- 
bilitate the language in which 
such matters may be sensibly 
discussed. 

A small army of correspon- 
dents divided themselves be- 
tween appreciation and denuncia- 
tion. some of the latter showing a 
particular interest in my own ulti- 
mate fate. Critics on the whole 
were content to quote a few- 
predictable texts from the Bible 
as if these settled the matter. 
Most seemed unaware that, even 
if One takes every word of the 
Bible at its face value, there is 


still theological work to be done 
in translating the wide variety of 
Biblical teaching into compre- 
hensible and consistent doctrines. 
Too many people seem stuck with 
a stark either/or alternative — 
between either simply repeating 
Biblical phrases as if these 
answered all the questions or 
creating one’s own belief more- 
or-less regardless of the Bible. 
Letter after letter that comes 
through my post simply assumes 
that these are the alternatives. 
Somehow we need to escape from 
this kind of sterile confrontation, 
whether between fundamentalists 
and liberals, self-styled “Biblical 
Christians’’ or “non-Biblical 
Christians" — whatever they 
might be — and acknowledge 
that we are all trying to take the 
Bible seriously. 

One of the difficulties in inter- 
preting the Bible lies in the foci 
that different bits of it say diffe- 
rent things. Hell is a good exam- 
ple. There are undoubtedly some 
very direct and terrifying state- 
ments. But (here are also plenty 
of passages with a picture of the 
end as a gathering up of the 
whole created order in Christ. 
Furthermore there are insights 
into .the nature of God derived 
from the whole story fo Christ's 
death and resurrection and the 
promise of forgiveness — insights 
which seem to make the idea of 
everlasting punishment incom- 
patible with the main thrust of the 
gospel. The Biblical interpreter 
has to make sense of all this and 
more, not because he or she is 
liberal or conservative, modem 
or tradition alist but because the 
questions are there in the Bible 
itself. 

The violence, not to say the 
virulence, of the things some peo- 
ple say about Hell points to a 
strong desire to punish and re- 
ject. A.N. Wilson in his much- 
publicised conversion away from 
Christianity seems to have disco- 
vered — rather late — that reli- 
gion can be dangerous. It can 
arouse some quite ugly passions. 
And sometimes the more deeply 
people feel themselves to be com- 
mitted. the more ready they are 
to exclude and condemn those 
who fail to measure up to their 
own way of seeing things. Talk of 
Hell can touch the hellish im- 
pulses inside each of us. All of 
which is another reason for trying 
to look coolly at what it means. 

This is even more important at 
a time when the upsurge of tradi- 
tionalist religion can threaten 
to bnng back unwelcome fears 
and hatreds alongside more desir- 
able influences. There is a proper 
fear of God. a proper awe in the 
face of His holiness. 

We need to recognise the dan- 
gers of self-centredness, faithless- 
ness and despair. But the para- 
lysing fear of punishment, which 
dogged some earlier Christians, 
has. 1 believe, no place in- the 
Christian gospel. James Joyce, in 
revolting as a young man against 
the famous Jesuit sermon on the 
terrors of a physical Hell, was 
surely wiser than his teachers. 


rians. Seventy-five per cent of 
Algerians are under 30, 70 per 
cent of the active work force 
under 30 are unemployed. Re- 
forms, demanded by foreign cre- 
ditors as conditions for further 
loans needed to create new jobs, 
have led to price rises this year 
ranging from between 50 and 400 
per cent. Over the past few years 
there have been drastic cuts in 
per capita spending on health, 
education and housing. AU this in 
a country where socialism raised 
(and for a period fulfilled) high 
expectations among the popula- 
tion. 

The Islamic Salvation Front 
has exploited the growing reser- 
voir of discontent and frustration 
ip Algeria not by offering any 
coherent or convincing solutions 
to the country’s material prob- 
lems (the FIS' programme, drawn 
literally from sacred Islamic texts 
14 centuries old, propose no 
credible solutions), but by its 
emotional appeal on behalf of an 
Islamic identity which is seen as 
threatened by the aggressive 
cultural, economic and political 
superiority of the West. More 
effectively than any other politic- 
al movement in Algeria’s new 
pluralism, the FIS has defined 
and responded to this profound 
crisis of identity, the product of 
130 years of French colonialism, 
almost 30 years of totalitarian 
rule and an overall failure to 
come to terms with an imported, 
but nonetheless inevitable, mod- 
ernity which is fast destroying 
traditional values without install- 
ing any new ones in their place. 

Since the FIS proved the broad 
popularity of its appeal by sweep- 
ing to power in most local govern- 
ments at municipal elections a 
year ago. the party's incompetent 
and corrupt management of local 
affairs has alienated a fair num- 
ber of its supporters. But there is 
little evidence to suggest, as the 
media have done, that the FIS 
has also lost out from the latest 


violence. On the contrary it may 
have recouped some of its lost 
ground, because it is seen by 
many as the victim of the heavy- 
handed and repressive tactics of 
the regime. Although it is said 
that the FIS has lost the support 
of Saudi Arabia since it sided 
with Iraq in the Gulf war, it still 
probably gets funds from private 
Saudi benefactors and now has 
considerable backing from local 
businessmen who out of faith or 
opportunism are putting their 
money — or some of it — on an 
Islamic future. With many signs 
pointing to an all out confronta- 
tion between the FIS and the 
regime, an important unknown in 
the hand of the FIS is how much 
support it enjoys in the army. 


The opposition's weaknesses 


The FIS has cleverly exploited 
not only the weaknesses of the 
regime, but also those of the rest 
of the opposition, a medley of so 
called “democratic" parties rang- 
ing from “moderate Islamist" to 
"Trotskyist.” The strongest of 
these parties are the liberal cen- 
trist RCD and Hocine Ait 
Ahmed’s FSS. but like the rest, 
they are badly organised, ill-fi- 
nanced, ill-profiled and incapable 
of forming a common front, in 
spite of their common purpose of 
opposing both the FIS and the 
regime. The FFS and the RCD 
both enjoy solid support among 
the Berber minority, but this has 
also hindered them in presenting 
themselves as national parties. 
Worse, in their fear of the FIS 
and the prospect of an Islamic 
state, they have shown them- 
selves prepared not to ask too 
many embarrassing questions ab- 
out the regime’s suppression of 
the fundamentalists. This is seen 
by many Algerians as a vindica- 
tion of the FIS' claims that they 
are aligned closely behind the 
odd regime and that their secular 
and democratic positions and 


programmes are - anti-lslamic > " .? 
Western oriented imports. Parto - 
the FIS strategy has been tc‘. r 'V 
discredit the very concept a 1- ': 
democracy as something alier- . 
and unsuitable to Algeria, auc^ ; 
this cleavage between the Islam-. -'j 
istsand die democrats is potentiate; 
ly one of the most explosive''... 
ingredients of the present crisis— ' 
especially if it becomes superim-/^ 
posed on ethnic divisions be- , 
tween Arabs and Berbers. 

Mr. Ait Ahmed claims that a 
silent majority of Algerians are^ 
fed up with both the regime and 
the FIS and are just waiting to r 
express this in general elections'-.’ . 
by voting for his FFS. True or':.' 
not, liberal democrats like Mr.l v 
Ali Ahmed have the disadvan- 1 ' 
tage of being excluded from the% 
political process in the coming 
crucial months, and may well - '.; 
have to wait for a long time for 
genuinely free elections.. 


Although the regime remains^,' 
under considerable pressure to/*' 
stick to the democratic option, it- *' 
is difficult to see how it can hold-? ' 
credible elections that will satisfy 
the country and restore durable ^ 
social peace after the' hard-line 
clamp-down on the fundamental- 
ists which is now under way. With \ 
its leaders incarcerated and its ^ 
headquarters occupied by the ," 
security forces, the FIS is temper- 
arily inconvenienced. But with its 
popularity intact and its image as 
the only effective opposition 
to the bad and faltering old reg- ^ 
ime strengthened, the FTS re- 
mains the enfant terrible of_i 1 
Algeria. And if it is not permitted 
to test its popularity at the polls, ; 
it is clearly ready to try its luck at ' 
the barricades — a move which ' 
could quickly bring on a civil war. " r 
or a military dictatorship, or 
both. Algeria looks as though it is - * 
losing its grip on the only peace- ' 
ful solution to the crisis: demo- 
cracy — Middle East Internation- 
al, London. ‘ 



Rough, tough justice in 
Israel for Palestinians 


By Jack Redden 

Reuter 


GAZA — Ibrahim Sharif ignored 
the judge’s advice to plead guilty 
and accept a sentence of 14 
months. 

From the dock of an Israeli 
military court, the Palestinian 
youth protested that his confes- 
sion was made under torture. 

Defying a warning that false 
testimony carried a seven-year 
sentence, Mr. Sharif tried to 
speak again but was cut off. 

In a few minutes the trial was 


“You wasted court time 3nd 
didn't take the opportunity given 
to you,” the judge said, and 
sentenced Mr. Sharif to 21 
months for standing watch while 
other youths wrote graffiti. 

Another 27 months was sus- 
pended — Mr. Sharif will have to 
serve it if he is arrested again. 

There was nothing unusual ab- 
out Mr. Sharif's trial, except his 
brief resistance. The central Gaza 
courts had dealt with 170 cases 
the day before. 

More than 80.000 Palestinians 
have been arrested since their 
revolt against the Israeli occupation 
of the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
erupted in 1987. In mid-July, the 
army reported that it held more 
than 9,000 prisoners, a third of 
them awaiting trial. 

“There is no question the sys- 
tem is not swamped the way it 
was in the early days of the 
intifada," said an Israeli officer. 
“The courts adjusted.’’ 

The system does process pris- 
oners faster than it once did. And 
the courts are less crowded in the 
West Bank than in teeming Gaza. 
But the military system in force 
since Israel's viaory in the 1967 
Middle East war is a long way 
from justice seen in the west or 
even inside Israel. 

One Israeli officer prosecutes, 
another sits as judge. Usually the 
only “witness” is an interrogator 


who says the defendant confes- 
sed. Israeli Druze Arab con- 
scripts give a haphazard transla- 
tion, omitting chunks of the de- 
fendant's Arab testimony and the 
judge's Hebrew questioning. 

Palestinian lawyers complain of 
problems seeing clients, or even 
discovering the charges. Files, 
recorded only in Hebrew, 
routinely go missing. Inside the 
court, the defence expects little 
success. 

“Out of maybe 1,600 files in 
mv office during the intifada, we 
managed to get acquittals in 18. 
Those were purely technical legal 
faults." said Raji Sourani. a 
lawyer who heads the Gaza Cen- 
tre for Rights and Law. 

- On a recent day behind the 
barbed-wire and chain-link fence 
at a court in Gaza City, the 
blue-garbed prisoners were jam- 
med into rhe- dock. About half 
had room to sit. 

Most faced charges for minor 
crimes such as writing graffiti or 
distributing leaflets. But a slogan 
scrawled across a wall could cost 
a youth two years in jail. 

The court turned to the case of 
another young Palestinian. The 
prosecutor read the charge sheet 

— caught writing graffiti. 

"But I don't know how to 

write." protested the defendant. 

The charge was amended to 
read that he was a lookout for 
activists writing graffiti and the 
judge sentenced him to 21 
months — the same as Mr. 
Sharif. 

Prisoners exuded the camar- 
aderie of shared hardship — 
being arrested by the army is a 
normal pan of growing up. There 
was little display of emotion since 
both sides knew their roles well. 

A half dozen Israeli soldiers 
were positioned around the small 
courtroom to watch the prisoners 
and a few relatives. One grabbed 
the family photos which a mother 
tried to pass to her ‘son. Others, 
doing their yearly military ser- 


vice. looked anxious to resume * 
civilian life. 

Almost 95 per cent of prisoners , 
“plea bargain," pleading guilty in 2 
exchange for a reduced sentence 
rather than face further delays by . 
being sent back to prison to await 
a new trial date. 

Besides, as the judge reminded 
one prisoner, pleading innocent ‘r 
would mean fresh questioning. :- t 
Since Israel officially condones ' 
“moderate physical pressure” in - 
interrogation, there- is a high - N ' 
percentage of confessions. 

“If you refuse and go through . 
the procedures, they will double 
the sentence," said Mr. Sourani, : 
who has defended Palestinians in . 
the Gaza courts for 14 years. “If a 
nial lasts five to seven minutes, it fS 
is fantastic.” -1 

Throughout the Palestinian re- ^ 
volt the numbers in court -have 
risen and sentences have ieng- 
thened. But in basic ways tbc~- 
miiitary court system has not * 7 ^ 
changed since 1967: Lawyer 
Fayez Abu Rahme, who retired », 
in 1983. said be won only a handful 
of cases in 15 years of appear- .V 

ances. , 

“Ail the powers the raflitaiy. - ‘ ! 
courts have in the territories.are a,_, 
product of the occupation," said-' 
pan Assan, an Israeli lawyer-.^ 
handling human rights cases-.. _^' 
"Therefore military justice .can-' A' 
not be justice as we kmw.it” 
Military rule was designed to ; 
be temporary, but after 24 years -J < 
there is no Israeli' move to' with- * 
draw. The courts' priority is to ” 
Mrve the security; forces, not the 
Palestinian residents. - ' ' 

“This is keeping a minimum of... 
order and law, but they pay. 
b»gh price in regard to legal pro- !^ 
ceedings and human rights," said.; I 
Mr. Assan. ^ 

“The solution would be either '; 5 11 
!? decide that we -are. stayi^W 
were and build a juridical syste® 
that is worth its name — or not K> 


stay and turn over the sysrem to? 
local authorities," he said.V. ' ' 


But r am - aot optimistic."- \ 
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want U.S. acknowledgement 

Wge 1) ■ meeting Mr. Baker are from that aggression 


^oves . our poiiji xfaai the' 
r arenjespqmiWy work- 
mg against international law 
are not interested in giving 
up *owrcigDxy over land or 
.water.”. .• 

;• .-"About’' Jerusalemites' parti- 
cipatiott in peace talks, Mr..- 
Hussdni said that “this -was not 
Vcbndition but a fact. Already 
two -.of tte'ihree .of the team 


meeting Mr. Baker are from 
Jerusalem. If no Palestinian 
from East Jerusalem is allowed 
to participate in negotiations 
then no Israeli from West Jeru- 
salem should participate as 
wen.” 

Asked about the linkage be- 
tween stopping settlements 
and the Arab boycott of Israel 
Mr. Hussein: said: During the 
Gulf war we- heard repeatedly 


that aggression should not be 
rewarded. The settlements arc 
illegal and an aggression us 
well as /an obstacle to peace. 
Even so we are still wondering 
whether Israel will accept this 
very generous Arab position.” 
Ms. Ashrawi said about the 
Israelis: ”1 don't get the feeling 
that they are going to respond 
positively, i think that they will 
continue in their policy of eva- 
sion and procrastination." 




Baker hopes Israel will accept proposal 


• (Continued from page l) 

would say tharwe are speaking of 
days and. not weeks,” Mr. Sha- 
' hut's spokesman. Avj Pozner told 
reporters. 

Interior Minister Aiye Deri 
said after the cabinet 'meeting 
that the usually stern Shamir had 
been upbeat. “The prime minis* 
tef is in a good mood today. He 
himself stressed ... the fun- 
damental change in the Arab 
stance ” Mr .Deri said. 

After talks with Mr. Shamir 
and his;senioF ministers. Mr. 
Baker said he had been assured 
he would receive an Israeli 
answer soon. 

“The prime minister indicated 
that he would respond shortly to 
our proposals. 1 am satisfied that 
he and his colleagues will consid- 
er their position and our propos- 
als carefully and I look forward 
vrith great hope to their re- 
sponse,” he ToW reporters. 

T think that this is a moment 
of historic opportunity. For 43 
years, Israel has sought direct 
negotiations with is neighbours 
and it has been righl to do so. 

“And now there is a real 
opportunity to get . to_ those face- 
to-face negotiations. Israel now 
has 'Arab partners willing to en- 
gage in direct iKgotialtons.” Mr. 
Baker said. 

He said he did not plan as yet 
to return to the region, but this 
could depend on the Israeli reply. 

Mr. Pazner told a separate 
news conference: “There are still 
different problems which we must 


consider in rhe next few days.” 
Mr. Baker said Mr. Shamir 
rejected an idea endorsed by 
Saudi Arabia. Egypt and Jordan 
and backed by th'c international 
community of freezing Israeli set- 
tlements in the occupied territor- 
ies in exchange for suspension of 
the Arab economic boycott of 
Israd. 

Mr. Baker said Mr. Shamir w:is 
“not overly enthusiastic and that 
may be an understatement." 

2 Despite his progress. Mr. Bak- 
er soil faces formidable obstacles 
in getting the parties to the bar- 
gaining tabic. He said a formula 
for Palestinian representation 
was stiil not fully agreed 
Mr. Shamir faces difficulties 
from extreme right-wingers in his 
ruling coalition in going along 
with a process which is certain to 
centre on an Israeli withdrawal 
from territories it occupied in the 
1967 war. 

. At the cabinet meeting several 
ministers, including Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon, Econo- 
mics Minister Da rid Magen and 
Science Minister Yuvai Neuman, 
called for another •'no" to U.S. 
proposals. 

Mr. Sharon described Syria's 
flexibility as tactical rather than 
substantive. 

Israeli commentators said that 
Mr. Shamir had realised that he 
had to go along with the plan if he 
wished to retain Israel's key rela- 
tionship with its guardian ally, the 
United - States, supplier of S3 bil- 
lion in annual aid. 

Former Israeli Prime Minister 


Menachem Begin, who returned 
territory to Egypt for a peace 
treaty in 1979. said Munday he 
wuuid object to cutting a similar 
land-for-peace deal with Syria. 

"The Golan Heights will al- 
ways be part of Israel.'' said Mr. 
Begin, who resigned in I9R3 and 
was succeeded by Mr. Shamir. 

After rhe meeting between Mr. 
Baker and the prime minister. 
Defence Minister Moshe Arens 
and Foreign Minister David Levy 
went into session to consider the 
U.S. proposition. 

President Bush and Mr. Baker 
have not said how much of the 
occupied Arab territory ought to 
be returned to the Arabs. 

Referring specifically to the 
Golan Heights, which Syrian 
President Harez AI Assad seeks 
in return for agreeing to talk with 
Israel, Mr. Baker said: "The Un- 
ited Stales has not taken a posi- 
tion on borders." 

In 1975. then-Presidcnt Gerald 
Ford wrote a letter to Yitzhak 
Rabin, who was prime minister, 
that said; “The U.S. has not 
developed u final position on the 
borders. Should it do so. ir will 
give great weight to Israel's posi- 
tion that any peace agreement 
with Syria must be predicated on 
Israel's remaining on the Golan 
Heights." 

The excerpt was published in 
Israeli newspapers. Asked about 
it, Mr. Baker said Mr. Ford’s 
promise would be honoured by 
the Bush administration. 


Sharaa 

(Continued from page 2) 

anniversary of the revolution that 
ended Egypt's monarchy. 

He said Israel must “halt ac- 
tions which oppose and put obsta- 
! cles in front of the peace process, 
i primarily its settlement activities 
in the occupied Arab territories.'* 
On Friday, the Egyptian leader 
suggested that Arab countries 
end their boycott of Israel in 
exchange for suspension of settle- 
ment construction in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. Mr. Baker 
applauded (he idea, which also 
was accepted by Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan. Oman,' Bahrain. Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates. 
So far Israel has refused, saying 
settlements should be negotiated, 
whereas the boycott is an illegal 
act of war that should be stopped. 

Egypt, Syria, Jordan and Leba- 
non have also agreed to the U.S. 
peace proposals. They would 
have the United States and the 
Soviet Union convene a peace 
conference, to be attended by the 
United Nations and Israel and its 
Arab neighbours- 


Iraqi 

(Continued from page 1) 

want the sanctions strictly en- 
forced until President Saddam 
Hussein is ousted or steps aside. 

Iraq has oil reserves of some 
100 billion barrels, second only to 
Saudi Arabia. Oil exports are its 
economic lifeline. 

Prince Sadruddin's report 
noted that extensive repairs were 
needed on Iraq's oil industry in- 
frastructure. particularly around 
the southern port city of Basra, if 
pre-war production levels were to 
be restored. 

"The mission therefore recom- 
mends that Iraq be allowed to 
import over a four-month period 
$1 billion worth of equipment, 
spare parts and consumable 
materials to start restoration of 
the oil sector,” the report said. 

The U.N. mission found that , 
(he two export pipelines running 
from Iraq to the Mediterranean 
through Turkey can operate at a 
daily volume of 1.34 million bar- 
rels. 


‘Stoned’ ‘ Joshi’ plays 
ping-pon<*’ in Jordan 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Rcptirter 

AMMAN — “Ping-pong.” 
"stoned," "joshi," "good-bye," 
“Jerusalem” and "Friday the 
13th" — what do the> have in 
common except that one could 
perhaps come with an i mprovised 
phrase to say "Stoned Joshi" said 
"good-bye" to "ping-pong" in 
"Jerusalem" on ■ Friday the 
13th”? 

Very little else indeed, except 
that they are some of the most 
common computer viruses found 
in Jordan in recent months, 
bringing an intematinal plague, 
hitherto linic-felt in the King- 
dom. righl into the body and soul 
of computer systems in the coun- 
try. 

They have created perennial 
headaches for local computer 
dealers and users alike, with at 
Icasl two to three cases surfacing 
every week. 

For the average user of an 
isolated single-terminal personal 
computer the problem may not 
be as grave as that of a commer- 
cial bank with multi-terminal sta- 
tions and a centralised data stor- 
age system. 

"I don't know what hit my 
system." said Hussein Odeh. who 
maintains a personal computer ar 
home. "I was playing a game and 
all I saw was a sudden flash of 
rainbow across the screen and 
then the machine went 'kaput'. I 
could not get the system going 
again at all.” 

It did not pose much of a 
problem for Mr. Odeh in terms of 
loss of data since his files had 
back-up copies in diskettes. 

But Nader AI Shawish, a 
businessman, lost precious data 
related to bank accounts and 


business transactions, leaving f lim 
not a very happy man indeed. "I 
wish I could get my hands i>n the 
guv who created whatever it was 
that turned my files into gl ibl I'er- 
ish" — that was how he tr ans- 
iated his frustration. No doul m. a 
sentiment shared by mii‘1 ions 
around the world. 

Whether Mr. Shawish and 
others like him could have s: ived 
themselves a lot of trouble if they 
were careful enough not to have 
used pirated programmes in sub- 
ject to debate since in most ■ :ases 
there are no foolproof mea ns to 
diagonise or locate the sour ce of 
the virus after the damagi : has 
been caused. 

"Over 6U0 different rvpes of 
computer viruses have sui -faced 
around the world, and we in 
Jordan have come across d ozens 
of them.” said Jean -Claud'S Elias, 
a leading dealer of computer sys- 
tems compatible with that of in- 
ternational Business Ml rhines 
(IBM). 

Some of the viruses ai 'e re- 
latively harmless in that they 
could be eliminated withou t hav- 
ing to lose data stored in hard 
disks, but "others have no c.-ure at 
ail except to reformat the entire 
system, which means the loss of 
all stored data." he said. 

"We always advise our clients 
to keep back-up copies of files in 
diskettes so that total loss of data 
could be averted." he added. 

"It does not take more than 10 
minutes every dev to make 
copies." he noted. "For some 
people it may be a heado che and 
botheration, but there is no other 
way to ensure that duin is not 
lost." 

George Hodli of Spe: ial Sys- 
tems, the authorised dealers of 
IBM systems in Jordan, agreed. 
"There are viruses which hit data 


files and there are others which* 
affect programmes." Mr. Hodli 
said. In these cases there are 
software tools — scanning and 
Cleaning programmes which can 
take care of the problem most of 
the time, but when a virus hits the 
"absolute sector" of a system — 
the pan of a computer which is 
not user-controlled — then the 
only solution is a total reformat- 
ing of the entire system, he 
added. 

There are various levels of 
"formating" which could be de- 
termined only after assessing the 
damages caused. In some cases, 
most files could be recovered, but 
in other cases all data could be 
completely lost. 

But. whether recoverable or 
not, loss of painfully stored com- 
puter data as a result of someone 
playing out a whim "is nor a nice 
feeling." said Ata Mifleh. a uni- 
versity student. “You feel 
violated and have an urge to go 
and bash the face of whoever did 
it to you. The frustration builds 
when you understand the hel- 
plessness of the situation." 

Creating computer virus "is not 
that difficult" for programmers, 
and the result of a few hours of 
work in implanting a virus could 
result in the loss of years of toil 
for others. Mr. Elias noted. 

The "Friday the 13th" virus, 
for instance, is programmed to 
strike at the stroke of midnight of 
any Friday which happens to be 
the 1 3th of the month. It created 
an international uproar and wide- 
spread alert in 1988. and IBM 
and manufacturers of IBM- 
compatible systems sought to 
avert the hit with special soft- 
ware. 

The campaign was largely suc- 
cessful in Europe and the Middle 
East with a few cases reported to 


‘ dealers. Bui within the United 
States, the virus gobbled up bil- 
lions and billions of characters 
stored in data systems which 
operate on a round-the-clock 
basis. At least half a dozen banks 
had to eng; ge additional staff for 
months to restore some sembl- 
ance of normality to the state of 
accounts. 

"Good-Bye" is more sinister. 
Relatively difficult ro detect, rhe 
virus can pounce on unsuspecting 
users anytime, anywhere with a 
"Good-Bve" flash across the 
computer screen. The entire sys- 
tem is rendered useless in a mat- 
ter of microseconds. 

Mr. Hodli of Special Systems 
said IBM has answers to most 
kinds of viruses, but a lot depends 
on when the presence of a virus is 
detected and how far it has gone 
in destroying programme or data 
files. 

“As a rule we always provide 
original software to our diems 
with guarantees from the manu- 
facturer." he said. "We advise 
our clients not to use any prog- 
ramme at random and not to be 
tempted by new programmes.” 

Exchanging copied program- 
mes is definitely unhealthy, he 
added. 

Mr. Elias, general manager of 
General Computer Corporation, 
fully agreed with this and said he 
adheres to three "cardinal” prin- 
dples to avoid the problem of 
viruses: 

— insistence on using original 
software obtained directly from 
developers as far as possible: 

— Avoiding using any new 
programmes except after a thor- 
ough scanning process to detect 
viruses if any; and 

— Denial of access to compu- 
ters except for those who are 
trusted and authorised. 
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PACK MG, A« FREIGHT 
FORWAROfKG. OOOR-40 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND . RESERVATIONS. 




The ffrst& best 
- CfebttwBertairaiit 
. biJonbm 

IsfCirde, Jabai Amman, near 
Ahfyyah Girfs School 


J. Open-daily 12:00-330 

\-h-l V P-Jn- . 

7£0 - Midnight 

<*L 


are available for rent 
sale . - furnished or urrfur 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 



el. IH0605, friBflQg, 

I 8111520. 
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^Amman’s ^ 
f exclusive gilt shop > 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 


Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank 
Tel. 669 457 


X CHEN’S 

f CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight j 


s 


ItotljiKiTirjfFl 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hoar Servki! 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

stem 30% torpor 

• From ontotgo- 
mm nt 20 x 30 cm 


Shmekatu - Opp. Gre 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Special Chiiiese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Open A 8 M-U J 0 d*tfy 


Mw «w*r If mlfaMi 

Wad Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 




LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


sm 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



r?^V AustraIia 

Insurance Services 


A Unique Australian Experience 
Ir*. Jordan. 



AU Types Of Insurance: 


• MOTOR • MEDICAL 

•household •Cargo 

•HRE •TRAVEL COUPON 

•PERSONAL ACCIDENT •ENGINEERING 


Jabai Amman z First Circle 
1U:610948 Fa* 612948 
Tlx: 27644 AUSTI JO. 


iWi 


CROW1V 
INT’L E»ST. 

Packing, shipping. 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 


Agents ad wv the world 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
P.OJBox 926487 Amm" 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room.J 


UAKOTCL 

,U2l|l|IS 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAR0TL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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the following places: 

PETRA, JERASH 
DEAD SEA 

For further information 
please call us: 
614272 
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Capriati beats 





Fatbmark Tennis; Classic 


MAKWAn New Jersey (AP) — 
In just vine month. Monica Seles 
*■ has go *e from princess to prob- 
lem child. 

■* First, she dropped out of 

• V/i- bledon with leg injuries and 

.-riously disappeared for five 
Upon her return, the 17- 
; ‘ ' .'Id pulled out of the Fede ra- 

tio.. Cup and jeopardised her 
' ■ chances to play in the Olympics. 

On Sunday, the top-ranked 
**’ player in women's tennis lost to 
somebody even younger, and. 
she said, if her match against 
.15-year-old Jennifer Capriati 
lasted any longer, she might have 
packed up and left. 

*‘i didn't expect a lot out of 
my ■vc if coming in here.” Seles 
“ sa:< 4 after losing 6-3, 7-5 to Cap- 
1 • riati in the Pathmark Tennis Clas- 

• sic final. “I really didn't want to 
put any pressure on the leg.” 

• There was a lot of pressure on 
' Se ies all week. She met the media 
Thursday for the first time since 
her withdrawal from Wimbledon 
' and explained that she was suffer- 
' ing from a stress fracture in her 
left leg. She had a rougher-than- 
expected semifinal match Friday 
night against Kathy Rinaldi and 
did not look in top form against 


Capriati. 

Seles was fined $20,000 by the 
Women's Tennis Association 
(WTA) Sunday for participating 
in a non-sanctioned exhibition 
too close to a regular event. The 
fine follows one of $6,000 by the 
WTA last month for her with- 
drawal from Wimbledon. Path- 
mark Classic Tournament direc- 
tor John Kroff said he would 
appeal Seles' fine and that he 
wouid pay capriati's fine for the 
same offense, $2,500. 

The Federation Cup begins 
Monday in Nottingham. Eng- 
land. 

Seles, who reportedly received 
a $200,000 appearance fee, was 
broken five times in 10 service 
games. Her shots lacked their 
usual crispness and she didn’t 
have her usual court quickness. 
She even questioned herself as to 
whether she could continue if the 
match went to a third set in the 
102 F (39 C) heat. 

“It would have been hard." she 
said. “It would have been physi- 
cally hard for me to take the 
second set.” 

Capriati didn't let it reach a 
third set. She ended a string of 


seven Consecutive service breaks 
by getting a lucky roll on a shot 
off the top of the net in the 1 1th 
game to grab a 6-5 lead. 

"After I lost serve three times 
in a row I was hoping to get just 
< one more chance." Capriati said 
; after her first victory over Seles in 
t hree tries. *‘I just wanted to get 
r ny first serve in in the next 
g 3 me.” 

She didn't, but Capriati quickly 
moved to a 40-15 lead and won 
when Seles netted a backhand 
ri;:tum of serve. 

“I feel pretry good," said Cap- 
ri ati. who received at least 
$ 100,000 for playing in the 28- 
p' layer exhibition. “I thought I 
pi ayed well. I thought I had to 
pi ay well to beat her.” 

Capriati, who broke Seles in 
th e fourth game of the first set to 
ta ke control of the match, re- 
ce ived an added $30,000 for win- 
nii ig the tournament. 

•Capriati said she didn’t see a 
dif fcrence in the way Seles played 
coi rjpared to their first two meet- 
ing She seemed annoyed at the 
ins inuation that her victory was 
somewhat tainted because she 
bea .t a sub-par Seles. 



Agassi retains Washing ton title 


WASHINGTON (R) — Andre 
Agassi retained his Washington 
Classic Tournament title Sunday 
by beating Petra Korda of 
Czechoslovakia 6-3. 6-4. 

The American star won his 
second tournament of the year by 
dominating the 1 2th seeded Kor- 
da with powerful groundstrokes 
and service in the 65 minute 
match. 

“If I’m serving well. I consider 
the battle over." said the top 


seeded Agassi, who won 21 of 25 
points on serve in the first set. 
“Mv return is the best part of my 
game, and I know that I'll break 
my opponent's serve some time 
or another.” 

Agassi never lost his serve. He 
broke serve in the sixth game of 
the first set and again in the fifth 
game of the final set. 

Agassi. 21. collected $77,000 
for his 14th career singles title. 
Korda earned his largest career 


pat 'check of 541,000. 

I Corda was fatigued after scor- 
ing, long upset wins earlier in the 
wee:k over third-seeded Brad Gil- 
bent and fifth seeded Derrick 
Ros tagno, both of the United 
Slat es. 


“I was one-half second slower 
than yesterday, and this cost me a 
lot of balls, especially on my 
returns.” said the 69th ranked 
Kord a. 


Argentina wins Copa America 


SANTIAGO. Chile ( R ) — World 
• Cup runners-up Argentina, show- 
' ing they can play 'good football 
- without Maradona, defeated Col- 
ombia 2-1 in the Copa America 
finals Sunday to become South 
J American soccer champions. 

Defending champions Brazil 
beat Chile 2-0 in an earlier match 
to take second place in the 10* 
. nation tournament, with host 
Chile third. 

Fielding only three World Cup 
*. holdovers, Argentina played rapid 
offensive football that won them 
six out of seven matches with just 
' one draw. 


Powered in midfield by Rodri- 
guez. Argentina pounded Col- 
ombia in the first half with attacks 
by World Cup forward Caniggia 
and Boca Juniors striker Batistu- 
ta, the tournament's top scorer 
with six goals. 

Simeone headed in Argentina's 
first goal in the 10th minute from 
a centre by left-wing Basualdo 
who received a pass from Rodri- 
guez. 

A cross by Rodriguez sent 
Batistuta dear into the area and 
the long-haired striker beat goal- 
keeper Higuita with a powerful 
low kick for Argentina's second 


goal im the 19th. 

Argentina settled back in the 
second half and Colombia took 
the in itiative after two changes. 
Redin for Rincon and Valenciano 
for Usuriajta. injected life into 
their -attack. 

A pass by Redin allowed De 
Avila to score from the edge of 
the area in the 69th. 

.'olombia kept up pressure on 
Argent ina in the closing minutes 
of the game, but failed to equal- 
ise, stopped time and again by 
fullback Ruggeri and goalkeeper 
Goycoi :hea, both World Cup hol- 
dovers. 


Tour de France enters final week 


ALES, France (AP) — Tire last 
week of the Tour de France is 
usually Lemond time. This year, 
time is running out for Lemond. 

The three-time Tour de France 
winner usually gets stronger as 
the other riders weaken. He’s 
won the last two tours with last- 
day and next-to-last day efforts. 


This time around, though, peo- 
ple are saying Lemond already 
has lost the tour. 

Lemond lost his shield of invincibil- 


ity in the mountain stage last 
week when he faltered and lagged 
more than seven minutes behind 
in the second of two Pyrenee 
stages. That put him in fifth 
where he has stayed. 5:08 behind 
Spain's Miguel (ndurain. 

Lemond has found it hard to 
recuperate after his exhausting 
day and blood tests revealed a 
higher-than-normal white blood 
cell count. 

Lemond refused to call it an 
excuse. 


"I don't want to make an ex- 
cuse. (But) I felt too much too 
tired, given the hardness of 
(Thursd ay’s) stage.” 

Prior to Sunday's 15th stage,. 
Lemond brushed off reports ab- 
out the blood count being a factor 
in his f performance. 


“I was fatigued and extremely 
dehydra ted.” said Lemond, who 
scurried past reporters to a car 
from his Z Team following the 
stage. 




M arin A! Sager of Al Jazireh leads an offensive 
against .Al Ranrtha's defence in the game which 


ended 1-0 for A| Ramtha. (Photo By Abdullah 
Ayoub). 


Al Qadissiya humbles Al Faisali 2-0 


By Ahmad Ismail 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Al Faisali, the title 
holders, received the first shock 
in the Premier League when they 
lost 2-0 against Al Qadissiya 
in their 5th stage match at Al 
Hussein Sports City. 

Al Qadissiya dominated most 
of the game and deserved the 
win. Their relentless pressure 
paid off when Khalid Awad and 
Firas Al Khalaileh created more 
scoring chances inside the box. 
but their moves were in vain. 

A I Faisali fell from the top 
spot after Al Wahdat's convinc- 
ing 2-0 victory over Al Jazireh to 
regain the lead with 10 points. Al 
Faisali has 8 points. Al Ramtha. 
who had missed the Asian Clubs 


Tournament in Bangladesh, were 
back into contention following 
their 2-0 win over Al Hussein. 

Muwafaq Abu Hidheib put Al 
Ramtha 1-0 up in the first half 
from a fast counter and came 
back to score again with a little 
help from his team-mate Salim 
Dhiyabat to make it 2-0. 

Al Jeel dropped a valuable 
point when it was held to a 
goalless draw against Al Arabi. 
Hamad Sawqar missed a penalty 
for Al Jeel. Al Arabi's goalkeep- 
er made a brilliant dive to save 
the ball. 

Al Ahli and Al Karmel faced a 
goalless draw in their ill- 
tempered match Saturday at Irbid 
stadium. Both teams missed 
several opportunities to score 
especially in the second half when 


Al Karmel goalkeeper just man- 
aged to save a header by Nart 
Yadaj on the line. 

Al Wahdat striker Jihad Abdul 
Munem leads the top scorers 
table with six goals. 

The 6th stage of the Premier 
League will begin Wednesday 
with several important games. Al 
Arabi faces Al Karmel at Irbid 
Stadium. Al Jazireh, seeking the 
first win in the competition, meets 
Ai Jeel Thursday at Al Hussein 
Sports City. At the same time. AI 
Hussein will play against Al Ahli 
at the Irbid Stadium. 


AJ Ramtha hosts arch-rivals Ai 
Faisali Friday in Irbid. whereas 
Al Wahdat in expected to easily 
defend its top sport against Al 
Karmel Saturday in Irbid. 


Stich wins 
in Stuttgart 


STUTTGART. Germany (R) — 
Wimbledon champion Michael 
Stich won his second Grand Prix 
tournament in two weeks when 
he recovered from a poor start to 
beat Argentina's Alberto Mar.- 
cini in the final of the Stuttgart 
men's tournament. 

Stich, playing in his First 
tournament on German soil since 
winning the Wimbledon crown, 
took time to find his rhythm in 
the 1-6, 7-6, 6-4, 6-2 victory. 

It was the third Grand Prix title 
of his career and the first tourna- 
ment victory of any kind on clay 
for the 22-year-oJd who has 
emerged from the shadow of his 
countryman Boris Becker and is 
now ranked third in the world. 


Stich had a wretched start 
against the Argentine Davis Cup 
player. After only 18 minutes he 
was 0-5 down with his serve splut- 
tering and his backhand failing to 
find the court. 

Mancini. the world number 35 
and in the third Grand Prix final 
of his career, took the first set 
with precision passing shots as 
Stich rushed the net. 


The breakthrough came for 
Stich in the eighth game of the 
second set when, with his serve 
and concentration returning, he 
broke Mancini to pull level at 4-4. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


S. Africa could host 2006 World Cup 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — South Africa is the obvious choice to 
host the 2006 World Cup soccer finals, the head of the 
Confederation of African Football (CAF) said at the end of a 
fact-finding trip. Issa Hayatou, who is also a vice-president of 
FIFA, soccer's world governing body, said before leaving: “This 
country would be the obvious choice to host the biggest football 
tournament in the world, after seeing for myself the facilities, the 
standard of football and other general aspects of the game here.” 
The South African Press Association quoted Hayatou Monday as 
saying that follo wing Cameroon's impressive showing in the 1990 
finals in Italy, FIFA had given the go-ahead for the 2006 
tournament to be played in Africa. 


S. African athletes fear isolation 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — South African sports officials said 
Monday they feared hardline colleagues could keep them out of 
international competition until 1993. They were speaking after 
the South African Amateur Athletics Congress (SAAAC) and the 
South African Athletics Board (SAAB) decided at the weekend 
to oppose participation in the Tokyo World Championships next 
month. The International Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF) 
proposed earlier this month that South Africa be invited to the 
Tokyo meeting as provisional members. 


Top athletics stars line up in Italy 


SESTRJERE, Italy (R) — Leroy Burrell, Carl Lewis and Sergei 
Bubka will compete on July 31 in the Sestriere Athletics Meeting 
where a world record will be rewarded with a Ferrari Testarossa 
sports car. The organisers said Sunday Burrell would run the 100 
metres, for which he set a world record in June, and fellow 
American Lewis would take pan in the long jump. Injury last year 
scuppered Lewis's plans to compete in the rarified air of this 
Italian ski resort 2.000 metres above sea level and challenge Bob 
Beamon's 1968 world long jump mark of 8.90 metres. Bubka 
broke his seventh world record of the year when he cleared 6.09 
metres in the pole vault on Italian soil in Formia on July 8. 


Her love affair had 
ended. She didn’t 
want to live. 



She threw herself 
in front of a 
Zamboni . 


THAT’S THE DUMBEST 
ITHIN6 I'VE EVER REAP! 



5he threw 
herself in 
front of a 
skateboard. 






HEY, FLO/ THEY MAKE 
| GOOD MONEY THESE 
D4V5, DONT THEY- 


A CAREER 
in the 
\POUCE FORCE 




STOP IT ANDY/ A LANA&XJT 
LIKE YOU’ - A COPPER ?! 
HEH!HEh'!H£H!HBU 

WE'RE NOT 7W4T DESPERATE 
- HEH!HEH!HEH!HEHi 
HEH!HSHi 




THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



Mt would be a lot faster if j/ou put 


your paint on with a roller!* 





GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

OiMI Tribune kMu Senteu. Iim. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q-I — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

4AQS4 ?Q4 ?AK8 *41054 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 Pass 1 * 

2 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Q-2 — Both vulnerable, as Sooth 
you hold: 


The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

1 j 2 * Pass 7 

WTial do you bid now? 

Q.4 — —Both vulnerable, as South 
you holcL- 

4KQ103 ?Q95 C-AQ83 *AK 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one diamond. 
What action do you cake? 


*A7 TAQ8 083 +AKJ987 
% The bidding has proceeded: 

South Went North East 
1 * Pass 1 T Pa as 

7 

What do you bid now? 


Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*7643 76542 0AJ10 *A2 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 


Q.3— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

•Void 7 J9S73 1AQ102 4K954 


Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AJ TKJ106 v94 +AJ1076 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JULY 22, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Csrrolf Righter Foundation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: On 


this first day of Leo as the Moon 
trines Mercury positive influences 
prevail and you will succeed u nless 
you try to force issues oraoempt 
any hasty or intemperate, 
annoying condition. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Pay 
bills, make collections, mortgages, 
wills, get insurance, banking, joint 
obligations rightly handled and 
they are easy to do today. 

TAURUS: lApril 20 to May 20) 
Take some time out now to confer 
with associates so you can arrive at 
a much better understanding with 
them and reconcile with opponents. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) If 
you have some project to do that 
you like but have not been able to 
finish you do not have a better day 
than today in which to do them. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21} Get that appointment 
where you have such a good time 
and then quickly finish projects so 
you have as much time as possible 
to enjoy yourself. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
can take a good look at your 
residence and see what is necessary 
in order to have things more as you 
wish to have them at this important 
place. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You now can take the short 
jaunis. acquire the information, 
have the appointments, put in mo- 


tion the plan that make your days 
more satisfactory. - 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have a very accurate 
hunch what you can do in order to 
improve your money in hand. and. 
can be very articulate th getting 
bigwigs go along with your ideas. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) This is your moment to 
show you are a real charmer so 
rum on your remarkable magnet- 
ism to get the things that brings 
you happiness. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November. 22. lo 
December 21) This is your moment 
to really study whatever you do not 
understand so you can have an 
additional assurance when you go 
after some ambition. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22' te 
January 20) Get out to sodaT 
affairs and in the joy of mutual 
pleasant time seek. from, others 
what they can do to he Ip you gain a 
cherished longing- 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) If you have any . sort of 
desire to achieve it in the .outside 
world this is your day to 1 get in 
touch with those able to help you 
gain your ambition. 

PISCES: (February 20 to. 'March 
20) Tra veiling or making pkueT to. 
expand your interests is excellent 
now whether it bp in the flesh, the 
mind or spirit so think big and be. 
big. 


i 


t 

V. 


*: 


You can buy Your Birth^S£gne 


loose or mounted in 


18 or 21 c U gold. Exclusive 4BL 

J4 


designs from : 


•Sfe World Resources- Dajani Co. Inc. 

•at** 


W 


Jewelers- Gems 
Amman- Rio De Janeiro 
Amman- Amra Hotel- 6th. cirde. 





1 THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to fbim 
four onflnary words. 


DEVEL 

! 



□ 


*>~ "-tprn ■ 


Klh 

ICT 



□z 



ACCUST 


T1 

| 1 

M 



A i 

1 1 



L — J 



CLARIA 




□ 

> s 


WHAT HAPPENED TO 
I the horse namec? 
"POISON IVY'T 


Now arrange the cycled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


A"* wAs“QXnXIXD” 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumble® DOGMA JERKY WISELY ABSURD 

Answer When a woman goes on a data with a wolf, she . 
should eat drink and BE WARY 


.sh 


THE Daily Crossword 


C. Baldwin 


ACROSS 
1 Antler set 
5 Not too bright 
10 Euphonium's 
cousin 

14 Schoolboy cottar 

15 HUo heBo 

16 On the surface 

17 Links warning 

18 Blackthorns 

19 Comparison 
word 

20 Sy 

23 Notable fine 

24 Ninnies 

25 "Whatever — 
Wants" 

27 — "Kookta" 
Byrnes 

28 Saltpeter 
33 Touched 
36 Propriety 

38 Roof overhang 

39 Fuss 

42 Rub out 

43 Passel 

44 Nautical 


45 Caretakers ot a 
kind 

47 Kays tenpins 

49 — Rica 

50 GoffecBon of 
anecdotes 

53 Sleuth Wdtfe 
55 Stable ladies 
57 Short hainttyle 
59 Darkens 
64 AkJ a feion 

66 Carroll heroins 

67 Stem 

68 Bellow 

B9 Siberian native 

70 "The frost — 
the punkin" 

71 Key letter 

72 Rained through 
mother 

73 PsvStan 



DOWN 

1 Shelter 

2 Made amends 

3 Sinewy 
4Lsg features 
5 Sprint 

8 Ms Raines 


7 Lunchtime 

8 Lean-to 

9 Painter's 
equipment 

10 Chiding sound 

11 Radical change 

12 Sow's mate 

13 "King and r 
character 

21 M.Coty 

22 Comic DeLutse 

28 Loamy deposit 

29 Sherbets 

30 Like some 
m o l d ings 

31 Or. muse 

32 Oxidizes - 

34 "The Three 
Faces of — ' " 

35 Morning 
moisture 

36 Holmes creator 

37 Have a session 

39 Barba 

40 Cry of discovery 

41 Melancholy . 

48 Wnduhetb 


RnmFl Oram 

nnmmn: 
nnn nnnn 

ranjoHririH nnnn 

nnnn SS2 Rf7T nnn 
nnremnn 

liHLv.:! nnn 

mntm nrannfl 


48 Theater sign 

50 Stir up 

51 Gravity nian. 

52 Agreement 
5< Nearfy round 
s8 Own up m 
57 Hook end 


58 Doubler 

60 Verve 

61 Actress 

62 Shoot 
-63*08 Of 

65 Retrain 
sySattfe 


% 

S 


, j 

'jj 


: ts 
',“.1 
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Rttandat 

Markets 


JonWA^Ifties 

----- s. .• 

in co^peratioa with 
Cairo Amman Bank 


CarrOKv 


Starting Potted 

- - • 




i:. i ?t,s 


' «v fwr s-n; ■ • 

’* nontax >" **» i.cx. gw 

Caro twTWKy lwww Kane 


Pan: 22 / 7/91 



Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swin Franc 


Japa nes e Yen 


[ 3 AtTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

\mam 


■fiM] 


IKBEKS 

9 - IS 

7.^8 

mm 

7 . Si 

9.12 

9.18 

9.25 

7.37 

7.46 

7.31 

9.62 

mmwm\ 



ib Dan: 22 / 7/91 


USIKOz j JU'Um' 1 Mela! I'SfrO/ JD Cm 





Dutch Guilder . 


Swedish Krona 


luflan Lira'* 


BeJgfam Franc 


* Ptr K» 

Ottnr C u t r unrig* 


Carreacj 


Lebanese Lira* 


Saudi Riyal 


JCowaHf. Dfaa T. , 


r/7/9i 


Rid 

Offer 

1.7600 

1.7900 

.0760 

..0780 

.1625 

.1850 



- .1850 

.1860 

. 1 90D 

.2025 


Omani Rfyal 

1 1 


UAE Dirham 

. 185D 

.I860 

Greek Drachma J . 

.5500 

.36b 0 

Cypriot .Pound 

1 .4D0D 

1.4200 


-lew 

CAB IdAm for ftiwmii Financial 



21/7/91 Close 

in. 

03 

106. 

2B 

119. 

58 

115 

.51 

127 

.42 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One ^Sterling 1.6810/20 

One US. dollar 1.1590/95 

1 .7555/65 ‘ 

• * 1.9775/85 

1.5185/90 
36.13/18 
5.9550/9600 

' - 1307/1308 

136.75/80 
6.3560/3610 
6.8425/75 . 
6.7900/50 

One. ounce of gold 369.85/37035 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Cinema Tel: 677420 

CONCORD 


LET’S GET HARRY 

Show. 3 JO, 6.45. 8J0. 10JD 

THINK BIG 

' Show: 5:15 only 


T5nema Tel: 675571 

NUOUM 


To Be Opened Soon 
Nabi! Mashini 
Theatre 


Report finds Third 
World youth hardest 
hit by global recession 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
The global recession of the past 
few years has taken a harsh toll 
on youth, threatening to turn 
them into a “lost generation” by 
the turn of the century, a labour 
report has said. 

“The year 2000 could become 
year zero for a lost generarion of 
young workers unless there are 
immediate policies adopted to 
improve job prospects." said the 
report, issued by the I ntemation- 
al Confed eratio n of Free Trade 
Unions (ICFTU). 

The group represents 100 mil- 
lion workers from 103 nations. 

To reverse the trend, the trade 
union group urged public work 
programmes favouring youth em- 
ployment and culled on govern- 
ments around the world to im- 
prove training and education. 

The union said young workers 
make up 20 per cent of the 
workforce, but in the Third 
World, between 27 and 73 per 
cent of the under-25 generation is 
out of work. 

“The problem of youth unem- 
ployment will aggravate an 
already perilous situation on both 
sides of the North-South divide.” 
said the report entitled “The 
World Economic Situation — 
Prospects For Youth.” 

The report said that in Asia 


U.N. environment 
fund to disburse 
$275m this year 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — A 
new United Nations environ- 
ment fund expects to channel 
$275 million to around 25 de- 
velopment projects in poor coun- 
tries by the end of the year, a 
World Bank official has said. 

Ian Johnson. World Bank 
administrator of the global en- 
vironmental facility (GEF). said 
additional financing from the 
World Bank and other institu- 
tions should increase total fund- 
ing of the projects to around $700 
million. 

The GEF was set up last 
November by the World Bank, 
the U.N. Development Fund 
(UNDF) and the U.N. Environ- 
ment Programme (UNEP) as a 
three-year pilot scheme to help 
poor countries meet the cost of 
tackling global environmental 
issues. 

Mr. Johnson said 25 countries, 
including eight developing na- 
tions, had so far contributed a 
total of $13 billion. Only coun- 
tries with a per- head yearly in- 
come averaging $4,000 or less 
qualify for funding. 

“The GEF. while large at $1.5 
billion, is small relative to the 
tasks at hand.” Mr. Johnson told 
an international conference on 
marine pollution in Brussels. 

The 25 projects to be financed 
this year will focus largely on 
protection of biological diversity 
but also include schemes to tackle 
global wanning through changes 


in energy use and projects to 
protect the River Danube and 
watercourses in China. 

Mr. Johnson said protecting 
the environment at least econo- 
mic cost involved not only addi- 
tional finance but also changes in 
regulations and economic policy 
— for example, ending the under- 
pricing of water to reduce prob- 
lems caused by overuse. 

“Funds saved may be more 
important than funds spent,” he 
said. 

The World Bank has also 
announced that it will end sup- 
port for logging in tropical 
forests, a practice environmental- 
ists say destroys forests and en- 
dangers the livelihood of people. 

Michel Petit, a Frenchman who 
heads the bank's agriculture de- 
partment. said it will pay special 
attention to 20 countries that 
account for 85 acres of rain forest 
out of every 100. They are also 
countries where the forests are 
endangered. Among them are 
Brazil, Mexico, the Ivory Coast, 
India. Indonesia and the Philip- 
pines. 

Tropical rain forests are prized 
not only for the food, rubber and 
other commercial products that 
come from them but especially 
for their vast variety of plants, 
birds, animals and insects. Scien- 
tists see these as an important 
source of new medicines and 
other chemicals which, once des- 
troyed, can never be revived. 


MA 


By Reuters 

TOKYO — Shares ended easier in quiet, choppy trade with most 
investors sidelined by lack of factors and the brokerage scandal. 
The Nikkei closed down 161.07 points at 22,705.29 with just 160 
min shares trade. 

SYDNEY — Australian shares shrugged off three weeks of 
inactivity, soaring to 11-month high after local and overseas 
investors rushed to buy leading stocks. The All Ordinaries Index 
dosed up 19.7 points at 1570.3. 

HONG KONG — Stocks closed easier after a generally featureless 
day dominated by profit-taking of property counters. The Hang 
Seng Index closed down 21.0 points at 3,988.35. 

SINGAPORE — Shares rose sharply over a broad front to finish 
at the day's high. The Straits Times Index dosed up 3532 points, 
or 2.44 per cent, at 1,491.40. 
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Kuwait plans to merge banks 


only half of the youth are ex- 
pected to find jobs by the turn of 
the century. 

The report, which will be dis- 
cussed at the ICFTU’s world 
youth rally in Kingston. Jamaica, 
Aug. 12-16, warned that fleeing 
rural areas to cities will do ambi- 
tious youngsters little good in 
developing nations. 

Cities arc “strained beyond 
their capacity to provide the in- 
frastructure or employment re- 
quired,” it said. 

It noted dties like Mexico City 
and New Delhi already have 
thousands of unemployed 
youngsters, many of whom have 
no alternative to begging or look- 
ing for food among garbage. 

Those who find work are most- 
ly reduced to "an unproductive, 
poorly paid, and insecure job in 
the growing informal sector.” the 
ICFTU asserted. 

“They have a choice ranging 
from domestic service and the 
retail trade all the way down to 
shining shoes and scavenging 
cigarette butts,” the summary 
said. Often they work without 
legal and social protection. 

Migration to industrialised na- 
tions rarely offers a solution since 
the market for unskilled labour 
there cannot absorb the demand, 
the report said. 


KUWAIT (R) — The Kuwaiti 
government plans to merge 
heavily indebted state-controlled 
commercial banks to save them 
from financial ruin. Finance 
Minister Nasser Al Rodhan said 
in an interview. 

Sheikh Rodhan told the news- 
paper Al Watan the government 
was also thinking of allowing 
foreign banks into the emirate. 

Consolidating the banking sys- 
tem was part of a government 
programme to streamline the 
state sector and wind up com- 
panies that had made huge losses, 
he said. 

“As to merging banks, it is one 
of the main subjects on the agen- 
da now. The final decision on this 
subject will come our this month 
or next month,” Sheikh Rodhan 
said. 

Kuwaiti economists say the 
four state-controlled commercial 
banks face a bleak future and 
need central bank support to see 
them through problems exacer- 
bated bv the Gulf war. 


The only other large commer- 
cial bank in Kuwait is the Nation- 
al Bank of Kuwait, in which the 
government has a minority stake, 
and it is in good health. 

Bankers say Kuwaiti banks 

could be exposed by up :o six 
billion dinars ($20 billion) .the 
approximate value of their total 
deposits, because of old debts 
and capita) flight. 

The Gulf war added to their 
problems by dealing a body blow 
to the economy in general. Many 
small businesses have closed. 

Oil revenues, once the back- 
bone of the economy, have dis- 
appeared and the government is 
seeking billions of dollars in fore- 
ign finance to keep the economy 
afloat. 

Abdul Aziz Sultan, chairman 
of the Gulf Bank, ruled out any 
bankruptcies. He told Reuters 
the centra) bank had no qualms 
about using its financial muscle to 
help troubled banks. 

Bank mergers have been on the 
drawing board for some time but 


Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in Au- 
gust held up the plan. 

Financial problems have bede- 
villed the banks since 1982 when 
Kuwait's unofficial secondary 
stock market, the Souk Al Man- 
akh. crashed under speculative 
buying based on post-dated che- 
ques. 

The banks, which had 40 per 
cent of their investment portfolio 
tied up in the souk, were inde- 
bted to the tune of 1.5 billion 
dinars ($5 billion) when Iraq in- 
vaded. 

A further four to five billion 
dinars ($13 to $17 billion) in 
outstanding loans has worsened 
their plight. 

The commercial banks are also 
suffering from a lack of investor 
confidence in the economy. 

The government, battling a 
cashflow problem, has limited 
withdrawals to 6.000 dinars 
($19,000) a month from each 
account. 

The central bank has promised 
to scrap the limit by Aug. 3 and 


bankers say this could lead to a 
run on deposits. 

Kuwaiti citizens cram banks 
daily to dump their dinars for 
dollars, the favourite foreign cur- 
rency. 

The central bank governor. 
Sheikh Salem Abdul Aziz Al 
Sabah, has warned of serious 
consequences for the banking sys- 
tem and asked depositors not to 
rush into swapping dinars for 
dollars. 

The central bank has pumped 
millions of dollars into the bank- 
ing system tc prop up the dinar, 
which is now trading near its 
pre-invasion level of S3. 3. 

Sheikh Rodhan said a special 
committee had been set up to 
study allowing foreign banks into 
the country. 

"The special studies on this 
matter will decide the direction as 
to whether to allow foreign banks 
or not... in what size and number 
and how they would enter the 
market... by partnership for ex- 
ample,” he said. 


Morocco to open 
offshore banking zone 
in Tangier next year 


Long life spans, fewer 
births threaten pension 
schemes in Europe 


RABAT (R) — Morocco will set 
up an offshore banking zone in 
the northern city of Tangier next 
year, senior cabinet minister 
Ahmed Alaoui has said. 

Mr. Alaoui, minister of state 
without portfolio, satd King Has- 
san would inaugurate rbe zone on 
an official visit to Tangier and 
northern Morocco, scheduled for 
his birthday in July. 

Parliament passed special leg- 
islation authorising the offshore 
zone on June 5 but details of how 
the scheme will operate have still 
to be worked out. 

Finance Minister Mohammad 
Berrada told parliament the zone 
would offer “substantial fiscal 
and customs advantages” to fore- 
ign banks and holding companies, 
which would deal only in foreign 
currencies and be closed to resi- 
dents of Morocco. 

Mr. Alaoui. writing in the pro- 
government daily Le Matin, said 
foreign operators would need to 
have authorisation from the fi- 
nance ministry and pay a licence 
fee of $25,000. 

Opposition critics in parlia- 
ment said the zone would meet 
stiff competition from other 
offshore zones such as Tunisia, 


the Channel Islands, the Isle of 
Man. Luxembourg and Gibraltar. 

Mr. Berrada said competition 
was “a factor which can only 
encourage us to do our best for 
our country's economy." 

Tangier could exploit its 
strategic position at the western 
entrance to the Mediterranean, 
he added. 

Tangier was famous as a free- 
wheeling banking centre when 
the city and the surrounding area 
was an international zone for 44 
years. The zone was abolished in 
*1956 when Morocco recovered its 
independence. 

Mr. Alaoui said the city of 
Tangier would be cleaned up for 
the opening of the offshore zone. 
Unsightly shantytowns would be 
replaced by new homes and beg- 
gars and unofficial tourist guides 
taken off the streets. 

The airport and road system 
would be improved and several 
new hotels built in the city, which 
is already one of Morocco's must 
popular tourist resorts, he said. 

“Tangier will be able to play its 
role as an international financial 
centre... and thus return to its 
former vocation,” Mr. Alaoui 
added. 


GENEVA (R) — Europeans are 
living longer but they are having 
fewer children so their pensions 
may be pinched as social security- 
funds shrink through dwindling 
contributions, the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) has 
said. 

The number of people over 65 
in the 12 countries of the Euro- 
pean Community is expected to 
increase by 21 million by 2025. 
But there are likely to be more 
than 15 million fewer people be- 
tween the ages of 20 and 39 
paying social insurance contribu- 
tions to support them,” an ILO 
study said. 

Thus declining birth rates and 
longer life spans were combining 
to weaken the foundations of 
pensions schemes, it added. 

The study said social security 
officials in all European countries 
faced the question: How can a 
shrinking active population pro- 
vide protection tomorrow for a 
growing number of people who 
are not working? 

Family and child benefits could 
play a role to slow down declining 
birth rates, but family policies 
adopted in France and some 


countries of central and eastern 
Europe had only partially 
achieved this objective. 

Widespread and lasting unem- 
ployment could increase financial 
pressure on all social security 
schemes, so it was an urgent aim 
for ail European countries to 
maintain economic growth and 
employment at the highest possi- 
ble level. 

State pension schemes should 
be adapted to the new demog- 
raphic situation, either through 
savings in costs or benefits or 
both, the study said. 

It cited measures taken by Bri- 
tian to reduce the state's role in 
providing wage-related pensions 
and to encourage personal pen- 
sions. 

In Austria, the idea of a basic 
pension had been abolished and 
pensions made almost linearly 
dependent on contribution years. 
Limitations on the statutory mini- 
mum wage in the Netherlands 
had lowered social security and 
pension benefits by nine per cent 
in real terms. 

Germany will progressively 
raise the minimum retirement age 
from 2001. 


South Africa turns eyes to Japan 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — In- 
vestors may be wary of pumping 
money into South African as 
sanctions unravel, but foreign in- 
terest in trade is growing by leaps 
and bounds. 

"South Africa has seen almost 
a flood of trade missions.” the 
deputy director-general of the 
South African Chamber of Busi- 
ness, Ron Haywood, has said. 

After rapidly forging new ties 
throughout Africa and eastern 
Europe, South Africa is now 
turning its eyes eastwards to 
Japan in hopes that its former top 
trading partner may soon lift its 
economic embargoes. 

“Japan is one of rhe high /eco- 
nomic) growth markets with even 
greater trade opportunities in the 
short term than the U.S. or 


Europe right- now,” Mr. 
Haywood said. 

President George Bush this 
month lifted a five-year embargo 
which barred trade with South 
Africa on a wide variety of goods, 
and which banned invest mem 
and direct air links. 

The move followed steps by the 
12-nation European Community 
(EC) to scrap bans on trade and 
investment in response to sweep- 
ing reforms to dismantle apar- 
theid. 

The Danish parliament block- 
ed implementation of the EC 
trade relaxation and in the U.S. a 
vast web of state and municipal 
sanctions remain in force which 
could take years to remove, 
analysts say. 

Meantime the economies of 


Seoul to limit foreign 
investment in local stocks 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
Foreigners will be limited in the 
amount of South Korean corpo- 
rate stock they may buy when the 
Korean stock market opens to 
overseas exchange next year, the 
finance ministry has said. 

Oum Bong-Sung, counselor to 
Finance Minister Rhee Yong- 
Man, said a special committee 
was studying proposed limits of 
10 or 15 per cent for total foreign 
ownership of a single company’s 
stock. 

The ministry also plans to limit 
individual foreign investors' 
purchases to either three or five 
per cent of a company's outstand- 


ing shares, said Kim Yong-Hwan. 
deputy director of the ministry’s 
security policy divirion. 

The largest local shareholders 
of South Korean companies own 
an average of 18 to 19 per cent of 
companies. 

“Some limits are necessary on 
foreigners' direct stock buying to 
protect management rights of loc- 
al shareholders,” Mr. Oum said. 

To protect vital and sensitive 
industries, presumably defence 
industries, Mr. Oum said some 
companies' shares will be res- 
tricted or prohibited for foreign 
investment. 


Japan and other Pacific rim coun- 
tries are expected to outperform 
those in the West, offering attrac- 
tive trade opportunities should 
Far East countries lift sanctions 
as expected. 

Japanese newspapers said that 
Tokyo would lift sanctions on 
imports of iron and steel, a ban 
on investment and "voluntary 
restraint” on trade and financing 
later this month. The government 
said it was still considering the 
matter. 

Some local analysts expect 
Tokyo to tread gingerly on the 
issue, being sensitive to the pro- 
sanctions lobby in the U.S. and 
extensive Japanese business in- 
terests there. 

“I would expect the watchword 
may be: Trptoe. don't go in like a 
thundering herd.” said one pri- 
vate sector economist. 

Japan was embarrassed at sur- 
passing the U.S. as South Africa's 
largest trading partner in 1987, 
when two-way trade surged to 
$4.27 billion from $3.6 billion the 
year before. 

It drew charges that it was 
exploiting the business vacuum 
left by U.S. firms which had 
withdrawn from the country. 

' To protect its huge export mar- 
ket in the U.S.. the Japanese 
government bowed to American 
pressure to restrict trade with 


South Africa. Sanctions however, 
were not cast in iron as in the 
U.S. and the EC. 

Apart from the usual ban on 
arms and electronic equipment 
sales to “official apartheid- 
enforcement agencies,” the 
ministry of trade and industry 
merely advised Japanese com- 
panies trading with South Africa 
not to exceed 1987 values. 

Bilateral trade fell 13 per cent 
between 1987 and 1989 and final 
figures may show a further sharp 
foil in 1990. relegating Japan to 
fifth rank among South Africa's 
trade partners, the private sector 
foreign trade agency Safto says. 
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THE REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 
MINISTRY OF ELECTRICITY AND WATER 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR ISSUE OF TENDERS 

FOR 

TAIZ-ADEN POWER LINK PROJECT 

Following the advertisement for the issue of 
tenders for the above project issued in the local 
newspapers yesterday 22.7.91 , Jordan Electric- 
ity Authority who acts as the consultants for the 
above project wishes to confirm the possibility of 
obtaining the tender documents for the project 
from their main offices at the following address:- 

JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
JASAL AMMAN - SEVENTH CIRCLE 
P.O. BOX (2310) - AMMAN , 

THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 


WANTED TYPIST/SECRETARY 

For publishing house in Jabal Amman, to do the dual 
job of Typist/Secretary. Good ability in English is 
required. 

Please call office telephone number 686753 
from 9 a.m. till 1 p.m. 


Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein 
The National Music Conservatory / 

Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

Presanu 

Grupo de Danzas Populares 
Ciudad de Sevilla 

Thursday, July 25, 1991 at 8:30 p.m. 

The Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 

Tickets for JD 3 are available at 

— The Royal Cultural Centre, TeL 669026 

— Sabi che, Tel.: 661322 

— The National Music Conservatory, Tel.: 687620 

• The proceeds will go to the scholarship fund 

of needy outstanding students. j 
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ANC:Vlok resignation not enough! Pakistan Army chief fears Indian attack 
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JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
African National Congress 
(ANC) said Monday the resigna- 
tion of Law And Order Minister 
Adriaan Viok would not be 
enough to defuse a row over 
secret state funding of its political 
rivals. 

“We want an independent judi- 
cial inquiry into all secret spend- 
ing — the government has a slush 
fund of 380 million rand ($1 27 
million)." ANC spokeswoman 
Gill Marcus said. 

Mr. Viok. in a televised inter- 
view Sunday night, said he was 
considering resigning after the 
Weekly Mail newspaper and the 
London Guardian revealed that 
the government had made secret 
payments to the fnkatha Free- 
dom Party, the ANC’s main rival. 

Mr. Viok said a total of about 
l.S million rand ($500,000) was 
spent over six years to support 
Inkatha and an allied trade un- 
ion, the United Workers' Union 
of South Africa. 

“Vlok's resignation is some- 
thing we’ve demanded for a long 


time, but it should not be res- 
tricted to him," Ms. Marcus said. 
“In itself it would not be enough 
to repair relations between us and 
the government.” 

She said Defence Minister 
Magnus Malan and Foreign 
Minister Pft Botha should also be 
investigated to ascertain how they 
had spent other secret hinds. 

“We want a full public inquiry 
into the 380 million rand,” she 
said, citing allegations of secret 
state hit squads and Defence De- 
pa rtment involvement in 
township massacres. 

About 5,000 blacks have been 
killed in clashes between Inkatha 
and the ANC in the last four 
years, which ANC leader Nelson 
Mandela says were stoked by a 
“third force.” He also accuses 
security forces of siding with In- 
katha. 

Mr. Botha said at the weekend 
his ministry had paid for two 
Inkatha Freedom Party rallies in 
1989 and 1990 as part of attempts 
to combat sanctions. 


Many white South Africans be- 
lieve that Inkatha, led by Zulu 
chief Mangosulhu Buthelezi, 
would protect their economic and 
political interests if it came to 
power in a post-apartheid South 
Africa. 

When the payments to Inkatha 
and the United Workers’ Union 
were revealed last Friday, Mr. 
Mandela demanded the resigna- 
tions of Mr. Viok and Mr. Malan 
and said power-sharing talks with 
President F.W. de Klerk were in 
jeopardy. 

South African newspapers 
urged Mr. De Klerk Monday to 
act quickly to restore credibility, 
and even pro-government editors 
said explanations for the Inkatha 
payments did not hold water. 

“Supporters of the govern- 
ment did not expect that it would 
make its (negotiations) task even 
more difficult by shooting itself in 
the foot.” said the Afrikaans dai- 
ly Beeld. 

“The anti-sanctions cloak be- 
hind which the government is 


Yeltsin move to banish party 
cells stirs Communist defiance 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet com- 
munists Monday denounced Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin's de- 
cree banishing party cells from 
factories and state institutions in 
the republic as unconstitutional. 

Party secretaries in factories 
defended their cells, once the 
backbone of Communist control 
over industry, saying Yeltsin’s 
attempt to disband them violated 
the constitution. 

“The decree also contradicts 
the norms of international politic- 
al freedoms.” Vladimir Markov, 
spokesman for the Russian Com- 
munist Party, said. 

“This is a step away from civi- 
lisation.” he added. 

Mr. Yeltsin's first major decree 
as president of the Soviet Union's 
biggest republic ordered party 
cells in all factories and local 
government on Russian soil to 
disband in two weeks. The move 
appeared to be a step towards his 
primary goal of excluding party 
cells foom the Kremlin-controlled 
army and KGB. 

There was no reaction from 
President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
who is struggling to head off a 
split in his once omnipotent 

party existed in this fac- 
tory even before the (1917) Bol- 


shevik Revolution and it cannot 
be banished by (Yeltsin's) de- 
cree,” Tatyana Kashkarova. par- 
ty secretary at Moscow’s giant 
Hammer And Sickle Steel 
Works, said. “This cannot apply 
to us.” 

Ms. Kashkarova said her plant, 
like about 70 per cent of indust- 
rial enterprises in the capital, was 
controlled by central Soviet au- 
thorities. rather than the repub- 
lic. But the decree specifically 
embraced all plants on Russian 
soil. 

After the Bolshevik Revolu- 
tion. Communist leaders used 
party cells to keep a tight rein on 
the economy, ministries and the 
security forces. Party ' “cells” 
formed a parallel command line, 
often dictating policy on the spot. 

Since Mr. Gorbachev formally 
ended the party’s constitutional 
guarantee of power last year, the 
cells' influence has waned in 
many areas. But secretaries still 
wield considerable influence in 
some conservative provinces of 
Russia as well as in the Soviet 
security forces. 

The physical removal of tbe 
cells would be, at very least, a 
serious blow to the mass mem- 
bership of the party. In the past it 
has kept contact with members, 
holding meetings in factories dur- 


Army chief refuses post 
in Sandinista leadership 


MANAGUA (AP) — At a 
weekend congress, the Sandinista 
Front voted to shift policy-mak- 
ing to an elected assembly and 
the country's military chief, Gen. 
Humberto Ortega, declined a re- 
turn to the party's leadership. 

The moves came Sunday amid 
a campaign by Gen. Ortega’s 
brother Daniel, the former presi- 
dent trounced in 1990 elections, 
to revamp the tarnished image of 
what remains Nicaragua's largesl 
and most influential party. 

Gen. Humberto Ortega de- 
clined election to the party's elite 
directorate — formally its ruling 
body — in order to stay on as 
military chief under President 
Violeta Barrios de Chamorro. 

“I hope you will be under- 
standing, but 1 have to continue 
the job of fulfilling my duties.” he 
told the more than 1.000 dele- 
gates as they moved to nominate 
him. 

Daniel Ortega and several 
other incumbent members of the 


directorate were chosen by the 
delegates to return to the 10- 
member panel. 

In his address. Gen. Humberto 
Ortega said he was dedining the 
nomination to help complete the 
transition from one-party Sandi- 
nista rule to Mrs. Chamorro's 
civilian administration. 

Following Mrs. Chamorro's 
election victory. Gen. Humberto 
Ortega resigned from the Sandi- 
nista directorate so he could stay 
on as armed forces chief. 

Critics of Mrs. Chamorro in 
her loose governing coalition say 
the general has been too slow to 
demobilise a powerful army long 
run by the Sandinistas and exerts 
too much influence on behalf of 
Sandinista interests. 

In addition, former rebels who 
fought Sandinista rule and dis- 
banded after Mrs. Chamorro's 
victory daim the government had 
reneged on promises of land and 
other assistance. 


Australia’s worst oil spill 
widens, ship may be sunk 


SYDNEY (R) — A ruptured 
Greek oil tanker, responsible for 
what is termed Australia's worst 
oil spill, was being towed out to 
sea Monday and may be sunk, 
authoriti s said. 

“(It i.* by far the largest prob- 
lem tha we've ever had in Au- 
stralia erms of an oil spill,” 
Fhippi Minister Bob Collins 
d o.. usrralian Broadcasting 
irpon?uon radio. 

He adued that the 97.083 tonne 
rker K:rki which has created a 
j-kilo metres slick off Western 
Australia, would be sunk if that 
was the recommendation of mari- 
time experts at the scene. 

The Kirki, carrying 80.000 ton- 
nes of oil. radioed for help in the 
early hours of Sunday after a fire 
brokeout aboard. 

Rescuers arrived to find the 
ship listing badly to starboard, its 
bow shorn off, three forward 
bolds breached and the front sec- 
tion engulfed in flames and sooty 
black smoke. 

The 37 crew were winched off 
the vessel by helicopters in 25- 
knot winds and five-metre swells. 

“It’s a catastrophe,” officials 
told a news conference in Perth 
late Sunday. “It's the worst categ- 
ory you can have, a major oil 


spill. It cannot be contained as it 
is now.*' 

The tanker has spilled an esti- 
mated 12.000 tonnes of light 
crude oil into the sea about 40 
kilometres off Servantes, a coastal 
fishing town 170 kilometres north 
of Perth. 

Rodney Hutchison of Canber- 
ra's maritime Rescue Coordina- 
tion Centre said the tanker was 
being towed out to sea. away 
from Western Australia's valu- 
able crayfish areas, to smoother 
waters where the remaining crude 
may be transferred to other ves- 
sels. 

He said the slick was moving 
slowly southwest away from the 
coast, and was not at present 
threatening seabird nestings and 
colonies of Australian sea lions 
on five nearby islands. 

The cause of the fire and the 
bow's break-up is unknown. 
Although the Kirki has taken 
water, authorities say its remain- 
ing eight holds are intact and the 
tanker appears salvageable. 

The spill dwarfs another major 
accident off Western Australia in 
February when the Japanese bulk 
carrier Sanko Harvest ran 
aground, spilling 750 tonnes of oil 
and fertiliser into the sea. 


ihg working time. A move out- 
side the factory gates could speed 
the drift away from die party Mr. 
Yeltsin left a year ago. 

The decree is likely to draw 
fierce criticism at Thursday's 
meeting of the Communist Party 
leadership, which is expected to 
highlight deep splits be tw een 
orthodox and reformist Com- 
munists. 

Alexander Rutskoi. head of a 
new reformist “Communist For 
Democracy” Movement within 
tbe party, said he expected sharp 
differences to emerge at the Cen- 
tral Committee plenum. 

“We have reached the time 
when we must divide into ideolo- 
gical sections," he said. 

But he insisted that orthodox 
communists would be responsible 
if their were any outright split in 
the party that has ruled the coun- 
try for 74 years. 

Mr. Yeltsin's decree banned all 
political parties from activity 
within Russian plants, but it was 
dearly aimed at the Communists, 
who are the only party with such 
a network. 

It called on Russian deputies to 
introduce a bill in the central 
Soviet parliament removing party 
cells from the Kremlin-controlled 
army, KGB and Interior 
Ministry. 


U.N. 
to make 
overland aid 
shipment to 
Cambodia 

BANGKOK ( AP) — The United 
Nations will make an overland 
relief delivery to Cambodia's 
capital from Thailand for the first 
time since 1975. a senior U.N. 
official said Monday. 

The shipment containing 7,000 
kilogrammes (15,400 pounds) of 
drugs for treating tuberculosis, 
malaria and leprosy will be taken 
across the Thai border Wednes- 
day to Poipet town in northwest- 
ern Cambodia. From there, it will 
be trucked by the Cambodian 
Red Cross to the capital, Phnom 
Penh, about 350 kilometres south 
east. 

The U.N. official, Dennis 
McNamara, said it would be the 
first such shipment since 1975. 

The Khmer Rouge seized pow- 
er in Cambodia that year and 
began its bloody rule during 
which more than 1 million of 
Cambodia's 8 million people 
died. 

Vietnam invaded in late 1978 
and installed a new government 
which continues to fight guerrilla 
groups, including the Khmer 
Rouge. 

Thailand has backed the guer- 
rillas but agreed with authorities 
irv Phnom Penh to the U.N. road 
delivery on humanitarian 
grounds. Mr. McNamara, the 
U.N. secretary general's deputy 
special representative for Cambo- 
dian assistance programme, will 
accompany the delivery along 
with another U.N. official. 

Mr. McNamara said he hoped 
the route will be used for other 
deliveries of humanitarian aid to 
Cambodia. Previously, medical 
supplies were delivered by ship, 
from Singapore or flown into 
Phnom Penh from Vietnam. The 
land route is quicker, simpler and 
cheaper, he said. 

The road to Poipet had been 
considered too dangerous for re- 
lief officials to use. but fighting 
has declined significantly since 
the warring factions began a truce 
on May 1. 

Mr. McNamara said the U-N. 
drugs are the main supply for 
Cambodia’s provincial hospitals, 
and hundreds of thousands of 
people have benefited from 
them. 


hiding is very thin,” it said, 
adding that the revelations gave 
credence to allegations that 
police and Inkatha colluded in 
township violence. 

The widely-read Star, referring 
to Mr. Vlok's assertion that the 
funding was a closed chapter, 
commented: “He was never been 
more wrong in his life. The book 
has only just been opened.” 

In an editorial headlined “it 
won't wash,” the financial daily 
Business Day said it was dear 
that despite government denials 
the payments were intended to 
support Inkatha against the 
ANC, South Africa's main black 
opposition group. 

“If De Klerk is to fight back . 
he must start by restoring govern- 
ment's integrity," it said. 

The black-readership Sowetan 
said Mr. De Klerk should not 
underestimate the magnitude of 
the crisis. 

“If he tries a cover-up this 
time, his standing in the eyes of 
the majority of blacks will be 
ruined." 


Dubcek 

quits 

Slovak 

party 

PRAGUE (R) — Reformist 
politician Alexander Dubcek has 
quit the Public Against Violence 
(VPN) movement he co-founded 
20 months ago and which helped 
overthrow Communist rule in 
Czechoslovakia. 

“I have quit VPN because it 
abandoned centrist policy...,” 
Mr. Dubcek told the Czechoslo- 
vak News Agency (CTK) 
Sunday. 

Mr. Dubcek, whose “Prague 
spring" reforms were crushed by 
a Soviet-led invasion in 1968, did 
not spell out his reasons more 
dearly. 

But political analysts said 
VPN. which is part of the gov- 
erning coalition, had moved 
rightwards while Mr. Dubcek. a 
parliamentary chairman, had 
joined criticism of the govern- 
ment's tough economic reform 
programme. 

Mr. Dubcek, who had lived in 
disgrace and sedusion for many 
years until VPN was founded in 
Slovakia in November 1989. was 
hailed as a returning hero when 
he appeared at massive protest 
rallies that rapidly forced the 
Cbmmunist Party to abandon its 
40-year hold on power. 

Along with its Czech counter- 
part Civic Forum, founded by 
President Vaclav Havel. VPN 
focussed opposition to Commun- 
ist rule. 

Mr. Dubcek became par- 
liamentary chairman in Decem- 
ber 1989 and swore in Mr. Havel 
as Czechoslovakia's new presi- 
dent. He remained in the post 
following free elections in June 
1990. which Civic Forum and 
VPN won by a landslide. 

But both movements have 
since broken up. VPN. which has 
four members of the cabinet in- 
cluding Prime Minister Marian 
Cal fa. split in April when former 
Slovak Premier Vladimir Medar 
led a breakaway faction, now 
called the Movement For Demo- 
cratic Slovakia (HZDS). 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — Pakis- 
tan's army chief of stsrif said he is 
concerned that India, unable to 
quell Muslim unrest in the border 
area of Jammu And Kashmir, 
might attack Pakistan, a military 
spokesman said Monday. 

“It is quite likely that in sheer 
desperation India could launch an 
adventure against Pakistan.” 
army Chief-Of-Staff Gen. Mirza 
Asiam Beg reportedly said in an 
address to soldiers during a 
weekend tour of eastern Punjab 
province, which borders India. 

Gen. Beg is scheduled to retire 
next month. 

India and Pakistan have twice 
gone to war over Kashmir, a 
former princely state divided be- 
tween Hindu India and Muslim 
Pakistan after the subcontinent 
was partitioned in 1947. 

“Events are fast changing in the 
region and the shadows of war 
have started appearing." Beg said 
in statement distributed by the 
state-owned Associated Press of 
Pakistan (APP). 



Mirza Asiam Beg 

He did not elaborate. The Indi- 
an embassy in Islamabad was not 
immediately available for com- 
ment. 

* India launched a military 
crackdown on Muslim secession- 
ists demanding either independ- 
ence or union with Pakistan. At 
least 2,500 people have been kil- 
led in the fighting. 

India has accused Pakistan of 


arming and training the militants, 
who freely cross the ceasefire line 
separating the two countries. 

P akis tan denies the charges, 
but supports the militants right of 
self-determination . 

“The freedom struggle of tbe 
people of Kashmir is gaining 
momentum with every passing 
day and it is now impossible to 
suppress it,” Gen. Beg said 
according to APP. 

Gen. Beg also claimed that 
India would seek help from 
Israel. 

“India would not be alone in its 
adventures against Pakistan. It 
would be aided by others who are 
frantically out to harm and des- 
tabilise Pakistan," Gen. Beg said. 

Gen. Beg described the six 
Israeli tourists seized in June by 
Muslim militants in Indian-beld 
Kashmir as “Israeli comman- 
dos.” Five of the tourists escaped 
the militants and one of the 
Israelis was killed when he 
jumped a guard to help free the 
group. 



U.S. plans to join Asia in drugs war 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — The 
United States, concerned about 
Burma as a drug source, plans to 
launch a joint anti-drugs cam- 
paign with South East Asian na- 
tions, a senior U.S. official said 
Monday. 

“Undeveloped and undemo- 
cratic, Burma will poison the 
region with narcotics and remain 
a cancer of instability" U.S. 
Undersecretary of State Robert 
Zoellick said. 

“In Burma, tyranny still pre-. 
vails over the popular will,” he 
told the annual meeting of fore- 
ign ministers of the Association 
of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) and their seven main 
trading or “dialogue” partners. 

He said the United States 
would participate in a conference 
on coordinated drugs strategy, 
which could indude joint en- 
forcement, exchange of intelli- 
gence. extradition agreements 
and control over the flow of drugs 
money. 


“We are prepared to work with 
the ASEAN nations and dialogue 
partners to launch a cooperative 
programme to attack the noxious 
narcotics trade that lures, de- 
grades and kills our people,” Mr. 
Zoellick said. 

The three-day meeting be- 
tween ASEAN — Brunei. In- 
donesia, Malaysia, tbe Philip- 
pines, Singapore and Thailand — 
and dialogue partners Canada, 
tbe United States, the European 
Community, Japan. Australia, 
New Zealand and South Korea 
began Monday. 

A major source of heroin is the 
poppy-growing Golden Triangle 
area straddling Thailand, Laos 
and Burma, where the military 
government refused to hand over 
power to representatives popular- 
ly elected last year. 

Meanwhile Japanese Foreign 
Minister Taro Nakayama called 
Monday for a new security forum 
to be set up in the Asia-Pacific 
region, saying doubts remained 


about Soviet intentions in tbe 
area. 

Mr. Nakayama told a post min- 
isterial conference (PMC) that 
there should be regular talks on 
security among them. 

“I believe it would be meaning- 
ful and timely to use the ASEAN 
post ministerial conference as a 
process of political discussions 
designed to improve the sense of 
security among us,” be said at the 
opening of the three-day meeting 
in Malaysia. 

On Sunday Soviet Deputy 
Prime Minister Yuri Maslyukov. 
said the Soviet Union backed a 
proposal for non-Communist 
South East Asian nations to set 
up a forum to discuss the security 
of the region. 

“The Soviet Union stands for 
the lowering of the level of con- 
frontation everywhere and accor- 
dingly for the creation of negotia- 
tion mechanisms on security 
issues in the Asia-Pacific region,” 
Mr. Maslyukov told reporters. 


START treaty sets stage for 
big debate over missile defences 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Com- 
pletion of a historic U.S.-Soviet 
nuclear arms reduction treaty sets 
the stage for a potentially explo- 
sive debate over an issue that 
could unravel the new treaty: The 
U.S. anti-missile defence plan. 

The Soviets have said for years 
that if the United States put into 
operation a Star Wars system 
capable of shooting down Soviet 
missiles they would consider pull- 
ing out of the Strategic Arms 
Reduction Talks, or START, 
which led to the new treaty. 

The Soviet fear is that a U.S. 
defence, currently prohibited by 
another treaty in effect since 
1972. would require in response a 
new buildup of Soviet offensive 
missiles — exactly the weapons 
they agreed to reduce by about 35 
per cent in the START treaty. 

In the United States' view, 
both superpowers could make a 
cooperative transition from 
offensive forces to mainly defen- 
sive ones, although it would re- 
quire either revising or scrapping 
the treaty that prohibits defences. 

The Soviet threat to withdraw 
from START has held little pub- 
lic attention recently, mainly be- 
cause the arms talks were bogged 
down and Congress had been 
slashing the Star Wars develop- 
ment budget and refusing to 
approve building such a system. 

Now the blanket that muffled 
the Star Wars debate has been 
lifted. 

President Bush and Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
announced final agreement on 
START last Wednesday, and 
they are to sign the deal at a July 
30-31 summit. 

Coincidentally, on the same 
day the START agreement was 
announced, the Senate Armed 


Services Committee approved a 
defence spending bill that in- 
cludes for the first time explicit 
approval to deploy an anti-missile 
defensive system. 

The anti-missile system in the 
Senate bill is a far cry from the 
impenetrable shield in space en- 
visioned by former President 
Ronald Reagan when he laun- 
ched the Strategic Defence Initia- 
tive (SDI) in March 1983. In fact, 
it includes none of the exotic 
space-based weaponry that gave 
Mr. Reagan's plan the Star Wars 
nickname. 

The Senate plan calls for in- 
itially building only ground-based 
missiles capable of shooting down 
long-range ballistic missiles. That 
would comply with the 1972 anti- 
ballistic missile (ABM) treaty, 
which prohibits any missile de- 
fence other than a system of 100 
ground-based interceptors at a - 
single site. 

But the Senate bill also calls for 
negotiations with the Soviet by 
1996 on modifying the ABM trea- 
ty to permit an expanded ground- 
based missile defence. It puts the 
idea of space-based weaponry on 
the back burner, but it provides 
research money for that area. 

The House version of the 1992 
defence bill is tougher on 
Strategic defence. It includes 
none of the $650 million the 
administration wants for research 
on the space-based component, 
and it does not authorise building 
even a ground-based system. It 
essentially kills the Star Wars 
idea while accelerating work on a 
system to defend against small, 
short-range missiles. 

The administration has not said 
whether it would accept the Sen- 
ate version, but administration 


officials have said they are 
pleased that at least it gives a 
go-ahead to build defences. 

The logic behind the Senate 
plan is that, after spending more 
than $20 billion studying Strategic 
Defence, it’s time to build some- 
thing that would at least give the 
United States a limited means of 
defending itself against missile 
attack. 

Critics say a limited ground- 
based defensive system might be 
wise. But they worry that this 
would be only a first step toward 
an expanded, space-based system 
that would cost unknown bfllions 
of dollars and destroy the ABM 
treaty. 

The new treaty, which could 
take effect as early as 1992, is to 
be implemented over seven years 
and would be binding for 15 
years. 

The Bush administration, 
echoing tbe Reagan administra- 
tion before it, asserts that the 
Soviets will not withdraw from 
the START deal because they 
will eventually accept the U.S. 
argument that missile defences 
are good for both sides. 

Earlier this month, however, 
the Pentagon's annual report to 
Congress on U.S. missile defence 
research said no evidence could 
be found in Soviet media or 
official statements that the gov- 
ernment was likely to change its 
mind about space-based de- 
fences. 

That suggests that either the 
administration will have to settle 
instead for a modest ground- 
based system, or it will have to 
squeeze tens of billions more 
dollars out of Congress for Star 
Wars and risk having the Soviets 
dump the only treaty constraining 
nuclear arms. 


Gambling — the new game in Moscow, legal or not 


MOSCOW (AP) — Siran. in 
impeccably tailored suit and flo- 
wered tie, casually laid a row of 
$100 bills on the blackjack table. 
He said he had gambled about 10 
times a month since January and 
lost $300,000 during a recent 
four-day period. 

Gambling and buying or selling 
hard currency are technically 
illegal for Soviet citizens, but four 
of Moscow's five new dollar casi- 
nos allow them to play. 

One is the Casino Moscow, 
whose general director, Alexan- 
der Pinayev, said, “It hasn't been 
dearly determined whether they 
should be allowed to gamble or 
not." 

His casino, Moscow's first legal 
dollar gambling hall, opened last 
year as a partnership of the city 
council and the Modern Games 
Company of Hamburg, Ger- 
many. 

Gambling of various kinds has 
existed in the Soviet Union for 


years, despite the Communist 
tenet that making money for its 
own sake is wrong. 

In many department stores, 
customers pay a few rubles for 
chances to win scarce items like 
imported beer, French cognac 
and Western cigarettes. 

Legal lottery tickets are sold on 
Moscow street corners. Cars and 
appliances are the big prizes: 
smaller ones indude French per- 
fume and toys. 

Gaming tables for rubles, legal 
and illegal, also have sprung up. 

For Soviets like Siran, who 
spoke on condition his surname 
be withheld, the real action is in 
dollars. Most are die new rich, 
entrepreneurs who have made 
fortunes because of President 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s economic 
reforms. 

Siran. an Armenian Firing in 
Moscow would not reveal the 
source of bis money. He said the 
only Moscow casino he had not 


tried was the Alexander Blok, on 
a ship moored in the Moscow 
River near the dty's largest office 
complex for foreigners. 

“Officially we can’t have dol- 
lars. but I’m sure there are a lot 
of artists and academics who have 
a lot of foreign currency,” he 
said. “It’s just not fair.” 

At the Casino Moscow, a 
small, sleek hall in the Lening- 
radskaya Hotel. Soviet citizens 
may gamble if they show identi- 
fication and register. 

It has roulette, blackjack tables 
and a tiny room lined with slot 
machines. The casino, in one of 
Moscow's most dangerous neigh- 
bourhoods, is the only one that 
offers a “courtesy car to take you 
home after midnight." 

Mr. Pinayev said his casino has 
roughly equal numbers of foreign 
and domestic clients. 

The Casino Royaie, which tries 
to limit its clientele to foreigners, 
opened in March at the Moscow 


hippodrome, an ornate racetrack 
built in Czarist days. The casino’s 
elaborately painted ceilings, 
plush carpeting and ornate chan- 
deliers make it resemble an 18th- 
century ballroom. 

Svyatoslav Fyodorov, an inter- 
nationally known eye surgeon, is 
one of the main partners. 

“Soviets are not allowed to 
gamble here,” said Mark Wtaen- 
ray. deputy head cashier. “Basi- 
cally, we check everyone at the 
door for their passport-” 

During the day, when tbe casi- 
no is dosed, the hippodrome is 
crowded with Soviet horse- 
players. 

Charlie Pancoast, the chief 
financial officer, said the Royaie 
dies to “abide by the laws as we 
interpret them,*’ but its position 
is difficult because most custom- 
ers arc foreigners with Soviet 
business partners. ' 

“We try to handle it with some 
diplomacy;” he said. 











